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Editorial
In your hands is the fifth issue of Wai 
Quarterly. If you have picked up Wai 
before you may have noticed that 
we’ve decided to change the format to 
a more compact design. We’d like to 
see the front cover feature art work 
of a seasonal (or outrageously politi-
cal) nature, so if you are keen to con-
tribute please get in touch with us. 
We’re looking for something wintery 
for the next edition. We are always 
looking for articles too!
 This issue of Wai contains 
articles covering recent developments 
in campaigns and issues such as 
native forests and wood-fired power 
stations, mining and land rights, 
militarism and peace struggles, chal-
lenging privileged perceptions of race 
and gender, and much more. We hope 
you find lots to interest you. You can 
also check out our website for more 
resources www.blackkitepress.org.
 Wai was written in numerous 
nations from Arrente to Nyoongar; 
Kulin to Eora. We recognise the sov-
ereignty of every Indigenous nation 
on this continent, acknowledge that 
sovereignty has never been ceded, 
and pay our respects to all Tradi-
tional Owners, past, present and 
future. We will continue to support 
Indigenous peoples in their struggle 
for respect, compensation and self-
determination. True justice will only 
be achieved when we recognise and 
rectify the injustices to the tradition-
al custodians and the land on which 
we walk. 

waiquarterly@gmail.com
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News Updates

Bonhoeffer Four charged after 
entering Swan Island Base

The Boenhoffer Four successfully 
infiltrated the secret Australian 
military base on Swan Island near 
Queenscliff on arch 31st. After 
swimming to the island at 5.30AM 
they spent several hours on the base 
shutting down the switchboard, a 
satellite and causing lock down on 
the base, effectively disrupting the 
Australian war effort in Afghanistan. 
The four have been charged with 
trespass and have been held at the 
Ocean Grove police station. 

According to a colleague of the 
activists, they not only successfully 
entered the secret base used by the 
SAS and ASIS but succeeded in 
shutting down military hardware 
including a switchboard and pressing 
a button marked “emergency satellite 
shutdown” which presumably did 
just that! This highlights the fact 
that Australia’s biggest contribution 
to the U.S. War machine is probably 
our satellite stations at Pine Gap 
and places like Swan Island which 
help control the U.S. nuclear arsenal, 
communication technology, missiles 
and predator drones. 

The Boenhoffer Peace Collective are 
Rev. Simon Moyle (Baptist Minister), 
Jacob Bolton (Community Worker), 
Jessica Morrison (University 
Lecturer) and Simon Reeves (Social 
Worker) and are named after Kevin 
Rudd’s favourite theologian Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, who was also an antiwar 
activist.

The group outlined their motivation 
for the peace action in a number of 
statements:

“Both Swan Island and the war on 
Afghanistan are out of sight, out 
of mind. It’s time to end further 
suffering of the Afghan people and 
our soldiers by bringing our troops 

home,” the group said. “War can’t 
bring peace, it can only bring further 
terror, death and poverty,” the group 
said.

The language of fear

Maxine Clark writes on the Overland 
blog about the role that journalists 
have in the language of fear around 
asylum seekers. The following is 
an example of what she has to say: 
“Specific examples I gave were 
language about the rising tide or 
surge of boat people, as opposed to 
the ‘increase in the arrival of asylum 
seekers’, reports of vessels being 
secured and intercepted, rather 
than boats being met or boarded, 
and recognition that mandatory 
detention centres are actually 
jails.” More can be read at: 
web.overland.org.au/2010/03/31/boat

SIHIP Housing not up to 
standard

National Indigenous Times reports 
that “an independent report into an 
Indigenous housing project in the 
Northern Territory reveals so-called 
renovations actually involve little 
more than patch-up repairs. 
 
The report, by consultants Owen 
Donald and Julia Canty-Waldron, 
notes the refurbishments - which 
costs an average of $75,000 - 
“justifiably” concentrate on fixing 
urgent hazards to health and safety. 
 
“(But) these works alone will be 
insufficient for public housing 
occupancy standards to be achieved 
and maintained,” the report states. 
 
“Public housing occupancy standards 
are effectively a pre-requisite to 
being able to collect adequate 
rent revenues to sustain repairs, 
maintenance and effective 



tenancy management in remote 
communities.”

More can be read at: 
www.nit.com.au/breakingNews/
story.aspx?id=19526.
 
Victorian coal consumption 
increases by 9%

Indymedia Australia reports that 
Victoria’s reliance on coal fired 
electricity has increased in the 
last decade, with both electricity 
generation and greenhouse 
pollution from coal increasing by 
over 9% since 2000, according 
to a report commissioned by 
Environment Victoria - Victoria’s 
Energy Mix 2000-2009. The 
increase is despite the exponential 
growth in the wind sector, which 
has barely replaced the decline 
of hydro power due to drought 
conditions and climate change.

Environment Victoria’s Campaigns 
Director Mark Wakeham said 
“The analysis shows that despite 
some modest efforts to increase 
renewable energy over the past 
decade, we are still dangerously 
dependent on brown coal. Since 
2000 the State Government 
has made very little progress in 
diversifying our energy mix, and 
our electricity system remains one 
of the most polluting in the world.” 

“It is unacceptable that our 
emissions from coal-fired power 
have increased by 9.6% over the 
past decade at the very time that 
the community has been expecting 
our governments to take action that 
will reduce emissions.” 

The report showed that while 
renewable energy generation has 
increased over the past decade, the 
market share of renewable energy 
had remained static.  
More can be read at:  
www.indymedia.org.au

Royal commission calls 
sparked by fourth Qld death 
in custody
Issue 197 - 18 Mar 2010
A fourth death in custody in just 
over a month in Queensland 

has sparked calls for a Royal 
Commission inquiry.

Police say a 41-year-old man died 
in the Rockhampton watchhouse on 
arch 23rd. 
 
A report will be prepared for 
the coroner and the police 
ethical standards command is 
investigating.

It’s the latest in a string of deaths 
in custody in Queensland. 
 
A 27-year-old male prisoner on 
remand for rape was found dead in 
his cell at Brisbane’s Arthur Gorrie 
Correctional Centre on March 18. 
 
On March 16, a 42-year-old child 
sex offender was found dead in his 
cell at Wolston Correctional Centre 
in Brisbane’s west. 
 
And an 18-year-old Aboriginal man, 
on remand for motor vehicle and 
property offences at Arthur Gorrie, 
died in a Brisbane hospital on 
February 20. 
 
His family claims his requests for 
medical help in jail were denied.

Indigenous activist Sam Watson 
wants a Royal Commission into 
Aboriginal deaths in custody. 
 
Corrective Services Minister Neil 
Roberts says the cases are not 
related and did not reflect a wider 
problem. 
 
“I can understand concern about 
the recent spate of deaths in 
custody in Queensland,” Mr 
Roberts said. 
 
“While some of the deaths remain 
under investigation, I understand 
a number are believed to be 
attributable to natural causes.” 
 
Queensland Police Union president 
Ian Leavers visited the scene 
of the latest death and said in 
a statement there was nothing 
to suggest officers have acted 
improperly. 
 
“Usually those deaths (in custody) 
are not suspicious and are 
associated with the poor health of 
the prisoner,” he said

Kalgoorlie residents protest 
against uranium industry

Abc.net.au reports: “Traditional 
owners from across WA have joined 
residents and politicians in an anti-
uranium protest in Kalgoorlie.

The protesters are opposed to 
development in WA’s emerging 
uranium industry. 

There are also concerns about BHP 
Billiton’s plans to transport yellow 
cake from its proposed Yeelirrie 
mine near Wiluna to Kalgoorlie 
where it will be loaded on to freight 
trains bound for Adelaide or 
Darwin.”

James Price Point update

The environental Kimberley 
Gasbag newsletter reports that “the 
dismal news that Woodside and 
its Joint Venture partners have 
succumbed to pressure from the 
State Government and agreed on 
James Price Point as the site for 
their LNG processing plant. But, 
before we all go and slit our wrists, 
rest assured there’s still a long way 
to go.
 
Firstly, the JV partners’ decision 
is premature, since approval from 
the Federal Environment Minister, 
our old friend Peter Garrett, isn’t 
expected until November. PG does 
have trouble saying NO, but if he 
gets enough pressure from the 
public…yes, I know. But there’s a 
chance. 

Secondly, Woodside’s final 
investment decision, when they’ve 
done all their planning and 
thinking, isn’t due till mid-2012, 
by when anything could have 
happened, and probably will. 
Then the Indigenous Land Use 
Agreement (ILUA), which had been 
due for signing in December 2009, 
has run into difficulties. 

Finally, there is talk of litigation of 
one sort or another. All this might 
just turn the JV partners off.  The 
important thing is not to lose heart. 
We like to think the angels are on 
our side!”
More info: 
www.environskimberley.org.au/
newsletters/gasbag_5.pdf 
www.handsoffcountry.blogspot.com
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Victorious Gunns20 call on 
Gunns and Victoria to stop 
the SLAPP 

The Huon Valley Environment 
Centre reports that: “victorious 
ex-defendants from the original 
Gunns20 lawsuit gathered on the 
steps of the Victorian Supreme 
Court today (Feb 1st) to celebrate 
the end of the case and call 
on Gunns to cease their legal 
proceedings against 13 people 
accused of protesting at Gunns 
Triabunna woodchip mill (‘the 
Triabunna 13’) in January 2009. 

“Gunns Ltd, Australia’s largest 
woodchipper,agreed to drop the 
case against the four remaining 
Gunns20 defendants and pay 
them $155,088. The infamous 
five-year long case officially 
ended on February 1st 2010 when 
the paperwork was filed in the 
Victorian Supreme Court. 

“The result in the Gunns20 case 
was a victory for free speech and 
Tasmania’s forests. Gunns 

ought to take this opportunity to 
improve their corporate image by 
immediately dropping their case 
against the Triabunna 13”, said 
defendant Adam Burling.

Peg Putt, former Tasmanian 
Greens leader and Member of the 
Tasmanian House of Assembly 
said: “The Gunns 20 defendants 
decided to be public and feisty 
and to fight all the way in order 
to undermine any apprehension 
that we would be silenced by the 
Gunns action. We also felt a duty 
not only to each other (after Gunns 
introduced us all) but to do our best 
to ensure that others would not in 
future feel intimidated.” 

The Gunns20 are writing to 
Attorney-General Rob Hulls asking 
him to take anti-SLAPP legislation 
to the Victorian Parliament.  
More information: www.huon.org

Copenhagen protestors face 
terrorism charges

Two environmental activists 
have appeared in court accused of 
terrorism-related offences during 
the Copenhagen Climate summit. 

Natasha Verco, an Australian 
honours student, and Noah Weiss, 
an American citizen who lives in 
Denmark, will face similar charges.

Verco, who has organised non-
violent direct action in her native 
country and who has been part 
of the Climate Justice Action 
(CJA) network in the lead-up to 
the summit in Copenhagen, has 
been charged with organising 
violence, organising public 
disorder, significant damage to 
property, and organising disorder 
during the international talks on 
climate change which took place 
in Copenhagen last year. If found 
guilty, Verco faces a maximum of 
twelve and a half years in prison.

Speaking a day ahead of the 
start of the trial, Verco recalled 
her arrest: “On December 13 
I was riding my bike down 
by the Copenhagen lakes,and 
a plainclothes police woman 
jumped out at me and pushed 
me off the bike. She took me to 
an unmarked police van with six 
or seven plainclothes policemen. 
I asked them ‘Are you randomly 
picking me up?’ and they said 
‘No, we hunted you’. They held 
me by myself in an underground 
carpark for about 16 hours, I think. 
Then I was taken to Vester prison 
and held there for three weeks 
and two days. I was charged the 
day after I got to prison, but bail 
was refused because, they said, 
the investigation was ongoing 
and I would influence it if I was 
released.”

Wai Quarterly & Black Kite Press
Black Kite Press (BKP) is a small not-for-profit independent publisher 

based in Central Australia. We aim to create publications giving  
expression to grassroots and marginal voices, radical Australian  
hystories, and perspectives and analysis from the front lines of social  
and environmental struggles.

This is the first edition of Wai printed under the banner of BKP. We are keen to develop more of a collective to build 
Wai into a publication that continues to get more involving, educational and beautiful with every edition. If you are 
interested in getting involved, through sourcing and editing articles from your region or area of interest, developing 
artist connections for pretty / confronting imagery content, writing a regular column, or organizing distribution in 
your area, please get in touch with us at waiquarterly@gmail.com

BKP is currently working on its first book publication, an anthology of reflections on recent activist hystories within 
Australia. We have had so many incredible contributions, it is sure to be an inspiring read, and hopefully a tool for 
critical reflection on the actions and campaigns that have shaped the activist movement in this country. We hope to 
see it published by early spring 2010. 

Submissions for BKP publications are accepted at any time of year in clearly handwritten or typed formats. If we 
are passionate about the topic and it is in accordance with our publishing aims (check the website) then we will 
support the project through editing, proof reading, design and printing. Unfortunately BKP can not pay authors for 
works published, although authors are free to sell their work independently. 

BKP uses only Australian 100% recycled paper, and where possible Australian 100% post-consumer recycled paper 
in publications. To facilitate free access to information for all, the price of publications will only cover costs, and 
be made available for free on our website in pdf format. BKP  does not publish work that could be offensive to any 
person or group based on their ethnicity, sexual preference, gender identity or socio-economic status. More info  
www.blackkitepress.org or email blackkitepress@gmail.com.

Donations to Wai Quarterly can be made to:

 BSB: 633-000 Account Name: Waiquarterly Account Number: 135 225 514
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Verco and Weiss say they both had 
their phones tapped, along with 
17 other activists, which is legal 
under recently introduced terror 
legislation in Denmark. Verco said: 
“I feel nervous and indignant at the 
same time, I wonder what the hell 
they’re going to argue because I 
can’t see what evidence they’ve got 
for these charges. And looking back 
at the calls that they’ve taped, it 
feels very invasive. Under the new 
terror laws they can do this, but it 
seems to me that applying terror 
laws to activists is steadily eroding 
the base of our democracy.”

Verco was heavily involved in 
organising the day of action on 
December 14, but was arrested 
before it happened. When it took 
place, she was still being held by 
police. “The police say that they 
prevented anything happening 
by taking me in. There was no 
violence, and no disruption of the 
public infrastructure, because 
they’d arrested me.”

During the fortnight of talks, 
dozens of protests from the small 
to mass rallies of 40 000 people 
the Danish police arrested nearly 
2,000 people. The police are 
now processing nearly 200 legal 
complaints about the treatment 
of the arrestees. Verco and Weiss 
were both involved with CJA, the 
network which helped to organise 
some of the protests during the 
talks, most notably the Reclaim 
Power demonstration outside 
the conference centre for the 
negotiations.

Apart from Weiss and Verco none 
of the other activists charged 
during the protests, including the 
Greenpeace 4 who were arrested 
and held for three weeks after 
unfurling a banner during a black 
block action, have yet had their 
court dates set.

Climate protest fleet attempts 
Blockade of Newcastle coal 
port

Climate activists from Rising 
Tide blocked entry to the world’s 
largest coal port on Newcastle 
Harbour, north of Sydney on March 
28th. The ‘People’s Blockade of 

the World’s Biggest Coal Port’ put 
together a motley protest fleet of 60 
rafts, kayaks and boats including 
a 70 foot yacht. Carbon dioxide 
emissions from coal is a major 
contributor of climate change.

Protest spokesperson Naomi 
Hodgson told ABC News that 
“In an era of dangerous climate 
change we just cannot watch this 
massive expansion go on and not do 
anything about it,” she said. “We’re 
not willing to accept the massive 
expansion of the coal industry 
in New South Wales and coal is 
Australia’s major contributor to 
climate change and it’s also the 
fastest growing.”

No ships entered the port on the 
day, with NSW Port Authority 
altering it’s shipping schedule to 
avoid confrontation with protesters. 
“Last year and this, they have 
totally cancelled their ships in 
advance, when we announced 
that we were holding a protest, 
so we feel that we are getting our 
message through, that climate 
change is a big issue of concern for 
the community, and we can’t accept 
the massive expansion of the coal 
industry,” said Ms Hodgson.

The protest comes the morning 
after the global Earth Hour 
event which involved hundreds of 
millions of people in a symbolic 
calling for action on climate change. 
The blockade is the fifth annual 
blockade of the coal port. Police 
had several vessels on the harbour 
to stop protest craft blocking or 
entering the shipping channel to 
the port.

The opening of a third coal port 
terminal the week before was 
disrupted by 4 climate protesters. 
Newcastle currently exports around 
90 million tonnes of coal per annum 
(Mtpa), making it the world’s 
biggest coal port. The industry 
is dominated by transnational 
mining corporations BHP-Billiton, 
Xstrata, and Rio Tinto. Newcastle 
coal exports are expected to more 
than doubled to 211 Mtpa capacity 
with the current export expansions 
implemented. Planning is now 
underway for a fourth Newcastle 
coal terminal to take exports to 
more than 300Mtpa.

Bashed Beverley Uranium 
protesters win $700,000 payout

A South Australian Supreme Court 
Judge has awarded over $700,000 
in damages to 10 people bashed 
with batons, capsicum sprayed 
and locked in a shipping container 
at a protest against the Beverley 

Uranium Mine in May 2000. The 
judge slammed the “Star Force” 
special response police for abusing 
human rights and using excessive 
force. He also slammed the Deputy 
Premier and Police Minister for 
refusing to mediate a solution and 
publicly calling the demonstrators 
“feral”. 

Those awarded damages included 
8 protestors, an eleven year old 
Aboriginal girl and a Channel 
Seven cameraman. The largest 
payout to an individual was over 
$90,000. The Supreme Court Judge 
Timothy Anderson in his ruling 
said on the issue of protestors 
being held in a shipping container 
“It was degrading, humiliating 
and frightening,” he said. “It was 
an affront to the civil liberties of 
the protesters. He added “The 
conditions were oppressive, 
degrading and dirty, there was 
a lack of air, there was the smell 
from capsicum spray and up to 30 
persons were crammed into a very 
small space.”

Judge Timothy Anderson found 
some of the force used by police 
was unwarranted: “Some of those 
arrested, some being plaintiffs, 
were mere passive observers, 
several of whom were taking video 
footage.” 

In criticizing the Deputy Premier 
of South Australia Mr Foley who 
publicly criticized the protestors 
as “feral” Justice Anderson said 
his comments, which came when 
the government withdrew from 
attempts to resolve the case 
through mediation, were both 
unreasonable and antagonistic.

“The comments are one-sided and 
do not acknowledge the extreme 
way in which the police dealt with 
protesters and the circumstances of 
their detention,” the judge said. 
He also criticised Police Minister 
Michael Wright who had rejected 
the idea of a settlement because of 
its potential to undermine the good 
standing of the South Australian 
police and encourage others to sue.

“It is my view that both ministers, 
in making these statements, have 
acted with a high-handed and 
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contumelious disregard of the 
plaintiffs as citizens of the state 
with a right to protest, and with 
the right to be treated according 
to law if they did protest,” Justice 
Anderson said.

Anti-racism protest prevents 
racist rally in Melbourne

Hundreds of anti-racist protestors 
rallied on the steps of Flinders 
St train station on Friday April 
9th and successfully prevented 
a planned racist/fascist rally 
“Against Immigration and Islam”. 
The protesters from leftist, union 
and religious groups rallied under 
the banner “Unite Against Racism”.
When word started spreading 
that the far right wanted to relive 
the 2005 racist Cronulla riot by 
organizing a “mass rally against 
migrants and Islam” in Melbourne, 
left and progressive groups started 
organizing a counter rally.

This event was aimed at inciting 
the kind of hatred that has led to 
an increase in violence towards 
migrants and international 
students in Melbourne. A similar 
racist rally was called in Sydney.

On April 9, around 300 people 
converged on Flinders St station 
to join the Unite Against Racism 
rally. The racists were prevented 
from having their rally and march 
because the Unite Against 

Racism rally occupied the space 
beforehand. The racists abandoned 
any attempt to hold a rally and 
stayed in the pub across the road 
from the anti-racist rally.

Among the groups represented 
by rally participants were 
the Asylum Seeker Resource 
Centre, Melbourne Anti-
Intervention Collective, Australian 
Manufacturing Workers Union, 
the United Firefighters Union, the 
Meat Workers Union, the National 
Union of Workers, Refugee Action 
Collective and Australia Asia 
Worker Links as well as several 
socialist groups.

Sharon Firebrace, an Indigenous 
activist from Black Rights Action 
Group, linked the issue of injustice 
against indigenous people with 
that against migrants. Firebrace 
said, “No one is above the law. We 
are all equal! We need equality 
before the law!” Bishop Philip 
Huggins argued that “racism is a 
complete nonsense”.

Comedian Nazeem Hussain 
pointed to the racism of police 
in Melbourne, on the one hand 
denying attacks on Indians were 
racially motivated and on the other 
hand encouraging Indians not 
to speak too loudly in their own 
language.

Other speakers included 
Felicity Hill from the Women’s 
International League of Peace and 
Freedom, Socialist Party Yarra 
councilor Steve Jolly, Greens 
candidate for the federal seat 
of Melbourne Adam Bandt and 
comedian Rod Quantock.

Brown Mountain Decision 
may take months

Environment East Gippsland 
(EEG) has reported that the Brown 
Mountain landmark trial concluded 
in the Supreme Court on the 25th 
March – after a 16 day trial. 

“Justice Osborn has reserved his 
decision. It could take anywhere 
from one month to six months to 
hand down a finding, but of course 
we are hoping sooner.”

“The four week trial has been 
marked by finger-pointing between 
government logging bodies 
VicForests and DSE about who is 
responsible for endangered species. 
The behavior of those charged with 
protecting our wildlife has been 
exposed to public scrutiny and the 
Supreme Court’s enquiry.

“We believe the government 
doesn’t survey for endangered 
wildlife before they log old growth 
forest, because they don’t want to 
find anything that would prevent 
logging. The Court heard that 
VicForests doesn’t employ wildlife 
experts, and EEG has argued 
that both VicForests and the 
DSE sideline the opinion of the 
government’s biodiversity unit. 

“We hope the Minister is now 
fully informed about the very high 
conservation value in this area.

“EEG presented evidence of a 
new species of crayfish in Brown 
Mountain Creek, plus experts 
claiming the stands of old growth 
are high quality habitat for two 
species of rare frogs, and the 
Spot-tailed (Tiger) Quoll. The 
evidence for the Tiger Quoll was 
heart-breaking – the three last 
remaining viable colonies are in 
East Gippsland.

“This case has been all about 
whether irreversible damage would 
be caused by logging. And as our 
legal team stated “ You can’t get 
damage that is more irreversible 
than extinction.”

The outcome of this case is 
important for the protection of 
wildlife in other stands of high 
conservation value native forests 
under threat of clearfelling. 

More info: www.eastgippsland.net.
au or www.foe.org.au
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As burning coal falls out of fashion, global 
markets for biomass and wood-fired power are 

surging. Burning wood, instead of coal, is emerging 
as a cheap and easy way to generate electricity 
while skirting liabilities imposed for greenhouse 
gas pollution. The US alone is planning 102 new 
wood-fired power stations in the next few years. 
Proposals for new wood-burning power stations are 
popping up around the globe and the Tasmanian 
forestry industry seems set to jump on the 
bandwagon. 

The Tasmanian Government recently gave the 
“green light” to proposals for wood fired power 
stations, as part of an updated climate change 
strategy. But is this what Tasmanian’s want?

Wood, which contains about 40% carbon, can 
be regrown, unlike coal. That means - in theory 
- that the carbon emissions from burning wood 
are cancelled out as new forests grow. Current 
international agreements view wood burning power 
stations as “carbon neutral.” But, this pleasingly 
simple equation masks a whole raft of social and 
environmental problems. 

As more and more communities face the prospect 
of giant wood-burning power stations in their back 
yard, a growing number of scientists, concerned 
citizens and even governments are resisting 
this expansion and questioning the social and 
environmental credentials of wood-based power. 
This growing backlash provides some useful 
insights for Tasmanian communities facing similar 
proposals. 

One of the key beliefs underpinning an expansion 
in the wood-fired power market - that burning 
timber for electricity is “carbon neutral” - has come 
under heavy fire from scientists and communities, 
particularly in the United States and Europe. 
Scientists have argued for a reconsideration of the 
“carbon neutral” tag applied to biomass burning 
through the Kyoto protocol. 

...burning trees for energy   
produces 1.5 times as much  
carbon as coal and three to   
four times more than natural gas.
A recent study by the University of Minnesota 
and the Nature Conservancy found that producing 
energy from biomass can generate more greenhouse 
gases than fossil fuels if it damages the ability 
of the landscape to act as a carbon sink. The 
Massachusetts Environmental Energy Alliance, 
an environmental research group, has also led 
research indicating that burning trees for energy 
produces 1.5 times as much carbon as coal and 
three to four times more than natural gas. Just to 
top that off, a study by researchers 

at Princeton University has also found that if 
bioenergy is produced by burning wood chips from 
existing forests, it does not reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions, and instead may increase them.

The problem is that, after wood is collected for 
burning, forests are often not able, or allowed, to 
re-capture the lost carbon. As a briefing paper from 
the Massachusetts Environmental Energy Alliance 
explains “The assumption of carbon neutrality, 
which depends on re-growth of forests, would not 
be met for decades, if ever, given that forests may 
not recover at the cutting rates that are proposed.”

Such critical analysis of the “carbon neutral” 
concept has prompted officials in the US state of 
Massachusetts to suspend consideration of biomass 
plant permits and commission a study on their 
carbon neutrality and environmental impacts.

In the United Kingdom, where huge new power 
stations are set to consume millions of tonnes of 
timber shipped from overseas, conservation groups 
have expressed alarm at the vast carbon emissions 
generated by shipping woodchips across the world’s 
oceans. Not only would importing and burning 
these vast quantities of wood increase carbon 
emissions, but it could also lead to soaring prices 
for other wood-products, according to industry 
sources.  It is relevant to note that Tasmanian 
companies, with the backing of Forestry Tasmania, 
now plan to export timber, in the form of woodchips 
and pellets, for burning in overseas power stations.

While carbon emissions remain the “hot topic”, 
direct impacts on forest ecosystems affected by 
collection of fuelwood are also a growing global 
concern. While industry proponents argue that 
“waste” wood will be used to supply proposed power 
stations, European and American NGO’s fear that 
the rising demand for low-grade wood will fuel 
a surge in forest destruction and an expansion 
of monoculture plantations that devestate 
biodiversity.  In Canada, conservation groups have 
also expressed concern that harvesting for wood-
fired power stations will encourage more logging 
and further threaten the sustainability of the 
region’s forests. Slovenian Authorities have also 
noted that, “the increased use of wood for energy” 
has intensified production, posing negative impacts 
on biodiversity.

Burning Tasmania’s native forests 
...for ‘green’ energy?
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But it’s not just the health of forests that are under 
threat. Increasingly, medical and scientific bodies 
overseas have backed up local concerns about the 
dire human health impacts of wood-fired power 
stations. The Massachusetts Medical Society, a 
leading American health association and publisher 
of the prestigious New England Journal of 
Medicine, recently released a policy opposing wood-
fired power station proposals on the grounds that 
“biomass power plants pose an unacceptable risk to 
the public’s health by increasing air pollution.” The 
American Lung Association, another prominent 
health advocacy group has called on the US 
congress to reject biomass burning, as it has the 
potential to “generate significant increases in 
emissions of nitrogen oxides, particulate matter 
and sulfur dioxide and have severe impacts on 
the health of children, older adults, and people 
with lung diseases.” Tasmanian researchers have 
expressed similar concerns, noting that woodsmoke 
can be as toxic as car exhaust fumes.

As communities around the world voice resistance 
to proposals for wood fired power stations, 

Tasmania is facing a debate of its own. The Huon 
Valley Environment Centre has called for a ban on 
burning native forest for power generation, due to 
the range of social and environmental impacts. 

There are currently three proposals for wood-fired 
power stations in Tasmania: at the Southwood 
facility in the Huon Valley, at Circular Head in 
the North-West of the state and at Gunns’ planned 
pulp mill in the Tamar Valley. Combined, these 
power stations could consume over a million tonnes 
of timber from Tasmania’s native forests and 
release vast volumes of carbon dioxide.

As demand for unsustainable native-forest 
woodchips declines, the Tasmanian logging 
industry is desperate to find new markets for 
timber from high conservation value and old 
growth forests. 

Wood-fired power stations offer a convenient, but 
destructive, solution.

by Will Mooney, Huon Valley Environment Centre

In April conservation groups on the South Coast 
of New South Wales called on the Keneally 

Government to immediately reject a proposal for 
a wood fired biomass power station, nick-named 
by them as ‘Dead Koala Power’, at the infamous 
Eden woodchip mill. South East Fibre Exports, a 
Japanese owned company, plans to use chipmill 
timber waste to generate electricity in a 5.5 mega-
watt $20million plant. The power station would be 
an environmental disaster for native forests and a 
climate disaster with greater CO2 pollution than 
coal fired power. 

The Eden woodchip mill announced plans to build 
a new power station fuelled by wood from native 
forests in November 2008. The mill’s owner pro-
posed to market the power station as both renew-
able and low carbon, even though over 70 per cent 
of the biomass would be from native forests. NSW 
Greens MP John Kaye pointed out in December 
2008 that “Forestry biomass is at least four times 
worse than burning coal. Forestry biomass will not 
be economic, sustainable or low carbon.”

“The woodchip industry is seeking to create a 
massive new market for woodchips through burn-

-ing the forests for electricity production, on top of 
export woodchips for paper production. 

“It is known to the electricity industry as ‘Dead 
Koala Power’ and leading industry players are 
shy of it, the public won’t buy it.” said Noel Plumb 
of anti-woodchip group Chip, “It is a disgraceful 
proposal that will ensure not only the extinction 
of the last koala colony in the south east forests, 
in Mumbulla SF, but also lead to the extinction of 

Eden Biomass Power Station: Environmental Disaster
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Eden Biomass Power Station: Environmental Disaster

other endangered wildlife in the forests, including 
owls, bats, parrots, gliders and potaroos.”

The proposal has been criticised by Victorian 
climate and hydrology researcher and consultant, 
Aron Gingis, who said that the plant will have an 
adverse affect on air quality which will cause a de-
cline in rainfall, affecting river flows and leading to 
an increased bushfire risk due to dry conditions. He 
told the ABC that the project will have devastating 
consequences for the Snowy River. “The area of the 
catchment of the Snowy River will get basically nil 
rainfall and snowfall,” he said. “In last September 
you had a bit of snow in the area, about 30 or 40cm 
in some areas. If they had that biomass power 
plant operational, clouds would simply not precipi-
tate in South East slopes at all.” he said.

Harriet Swift of local forest conservation group 
CHIPSTOP said “The industry describes woodchips 
as waste wood from logging operations but it’s a 
sham. An average of 90% of all trees felled in South 
East NSW and East Gippsland VIC forests go 
straight to the chipmill. We are facing approval by 

the Government to this monstrous proposal in less 
than 3 weeks. The Planning Minister has called it 
a state significant infrastructure development and 
is set to approve it under the infamous Part 3A 
powers that effectively override the Environment 
Planning and Assessment Act.”

A similar proposal under Bob Carr as Premier to 
burn forests as charcoal for silicon production was 
defeated. 

“Australians have the common sense to know that 
this is a dirty deal - ‘dead koala power’,” said Prue 
Acton OBE of the South East Regional Conserva-
tion Alliance. “The proposed power station is not 
clean, it is not green and it is not going to happen. 
Conservationists have been battling to save the last 
koala colony in the South East Forests from wood-
chipping for paper pulp. The Eden Chipmill Power 
Station must not be allowed to kill off the koalas or 
any other forest animals. Its time to call a halt to 
all woodchipping of our forests.”
More info www.chipstop.forests.org.au

Forestry Tasmania’s Offices Smoked Out

             

photo: Matt Newton  www.matthewnewton.com.au
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On April 21st, during the annual na-
tive forest clearfell burn-off season in 

Tasmania, activists from the Huon Valley 
Environment Centre (HVEC) in Southern 
Tasmania turned the tables on Forestry 
Tasmania, filling their head office atrium 
with smoke. 

About 12 activists set off smoke flares in 
the building’s atrium to protest against the 
burns. The building was evacuated while 
police and the fire brigade attended. Over 
the previous weekend large areas around 
the Huon Valley were blanketed in thick 
smoke as a result of seven burns. The burns 
appear as massive mushroom clouds on the 
horizon, creating an atmosphere of war. 

“Residents of the Huon Valley have been 
told to stay indoors, with their windows 
sealed, if they experience asthma. Forestry 
Tasmania unleashed huge clouds of smoke 
from their logging waste disposal burns over 
the weekend. Every year in Autumn, these 
waste disposal burns terrorise Tasmania, 
it’s people, environment and wildlife,” Jenny 
Weber from the HVEC said.

“Forestry’s burns are detrimental to the cli-
mate, with massive amounts of greenhouse 
gas emissions, and the significant loss of 
carbon from the logging and burning of Tas-
mania’s ancient forests.  Forestry Tasmania 
are one of the biggest climate vandals in 
Australia with their shameful logging prac-
tices,” Jenny Weber said.

Calculations provided by the HVEC es-
timate that less than 6 coupes burnt in 
the Huon would have exceeded the recent 
Icelandic volcano in CO2 output. The C02 
output for the Icelandic volcano has been 
between 150 000 – 300 000 tonnes of CO2 
per day.

For more infomation, and to see a video from 



What’s wrong with Reflex paper?
Reflex parent company, Nippon Paper, profits from the 
wholesale destruction of public native forests in Victoria 
and New South Wales, with old growth forests, water 
catchments and threatened species habitat logged and 
woodchipped, and made into Reflex paper. Nippon Paper 
also buys logs from Tasmania’s ancient forests.
 In Victoria, the Forests (Wood Pulp Agreement) 
Act 1996 granted the company its massive supply of logs 
sourced from native forests from the Central Highlands, 
Gippsland and South Gippsland/Strzelecki regions 
for manufacturing wood pulp. For the 2009-10 period, 
this supply is set as 400 000 cubic metres of wood to be 
taken from these forests. The company’s purchasing of 
logs from native forests is set to continue until at least 
2030.
 In a time of climate crisis, these forests are vital 
carbon banks, water catchments and essential habitat 
for threatened species. It is time to tell Nippon Paper 
to get out of native forests. As the flagship brand for 
the Maryvale Mill, Reflex paper is the consumer face of 
native forest logging. Help us to boycott woodchipping 
and kick Reflex out of native forests.

Logging water catchments: Victoria’s Central 
Highlands
Every year about three hundred hectares of Melbourne’s 
water catchments in the central highalnds are clearfell 
logged. Approximately seven out of every ten trees cut 
down are sent to the Australian Paper pulp mill to be 
woodchipped and made into paper products, including 
Reflex paper.
 The forests of Victoria’s central highlands are 
irreplaceable. Dominated by Mountain Ash (Eucalyptus 
regnans), the tallest flowering plants in the world, these 
forests are vital habitat to threatened species such as 
the Leadbeaters Possum, the Spot Tailed Glider the 
Powerful Owl, and the Baw Baw Frog. The area also 
contains Gondwanic remnant forests of Myrtle Beech 
and Sassafras. Covering 1.1 million hectares the 
Central Highlands is a place of exquisite diversity, 
environmental and community significance. The forests 
of the Central Highlands are also an essential part of 
the water cycle within these catchments. 

Logging and water loss
Some 90% of Melbourne’s tap water comes from the 
157,000 hectares of uninhabited native forest spread 
across our water catchments. When a stable old growth 
forest is clearfelled, the new emerging forest uses 50% 
more water than the forest that was cleared. Research 
by Melbourne Water has shown that it takes the 
clearfelled forest 150 years to revert back to its pre-
logged rate of water use.
 The amount of water lost due to logging has 
been scientifically estimated by government researchers 
at fifteen gigalitres of water per annum.
 Based on the latest Victorian government 
water usage targets of 150L/person, the 15 Gigalitres 
of water lost due to catchment logging is equivalent to 
the water used by 560,000 people per year (or 280,000 
households).
 During logging operations, the bulldozing of 
access roads to logging coupes and the destruction of 
mature forest adds thousands of tonnes of sediment 
and other pollutants into adjacent water courses. 
 This sediment flows into our dams, lowering 
water quality and reducing the life expectancy of the 

dam by clogging it up with silt. Currently logging occurs 
in five of Melbourne’s water catchments in the Central 
Highlands. Melbourne has already lost a huge amount 
of water because of logging.  Stopping logging today 
would mean we can begin to reclaim lost water.  In 40 
years we would have an extra 16 gigalitres of water 
every year - that’s enough water for a city of at least 
100,000 people.

Logging the Strzezleckis
The Strzelecki Ranges were effectively privatised 
in 1998 with the sale of the Victorian Plantations 
Corporation to Hancock Victorian Plantations. Included 
in the sale in the Strzelecki Ranges was a mixture of old 
growth forest, native forest and plantation. 
 Since the sale, forest campaigners led by the 
local community have fought to protect important forest 
areas. In 2006 the State Government agreed to protect 
key rainforest areas, however this deal 
was overturned by Government and the company in 
2008, allowing for the clearfelling of 1500 ha 
inside the Strzelecki ‘Cores and Links’ Rainforest 
Reserve. 80% of the timber coming from this Reserve 
ends up at the Nippon-owned Maryvale Pulp Mill. 
Maryvale has licences to take about 300,000 cubic 
metres of hardwood a year from the Strzelecki Ranges, 
plus a large volume of plantation pine. The Strzeleckis 
are also home to a range of unique species, including the 
only endemic koala population in Victoria.

Boycott Reflex, Boycott Nippon Paper
Formed in 2001 through the merger of Nippon Paper 
Industry and Daishowa Paper Manufacturing, the 
Nippon Paper Group Inc is Japan’s largest pulp and 
paper company. It has 22 mills in Japan and operations 
in Australia, Canada, Chile, China, Finland, New 
Zealand, Russia, South Africa and the US. Sales in 2004 
amounted to more than US$11 billion.
 In Australia, Reflex paper is the most high 
profile Nippon brand, with massive sales around the 
nation. Kicking Reflex out of native forests is a vital 
step in ensuring Nippon Paper get the message that our 
forests are too precious to pulp.

More information www.kickreflex.com

Alternatives to Reflex Paper
Australia’s annual consumption of paper/paperboard 
is 4.2 million tonnes. Even by the most conservative 
estimates, the volume of paper and paperboard 
going to landfill in Australia is between 1.93 – 1.98 
million tonnes per annum.  The consultation paper 
for the National Waste Policy puts the figure as high 
as 5.646 million tonnes.
 
The Best Paper To Buy
Evolve – Business and Office, A4 and A3
Vision – Pure White 100% A4 and A3, + 10 colours
Fuji Xerox Recycled Supreme, A4 and A3 + 5 
pastel colours
OfficeWorks – 100% recycled
All these papers are made overseas, with the carbon 
footprint of transportation to Australia less than that 
of logging forests. No Australian company currently 
produces a 100% recycled paper that is not linked via 
to papers that come from Australia’s carbonforests.
 
for more:www.wilderness.org.au/files/paper-guide-09
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and kick Reflex out of native forests.
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water catchments in the central highalnds are clearfell 
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157,000 hectares of uninhabited native forest spread 
across our water catchments. When a stable old growth 
forest is clearfelled, the new emerging forest uses 50% 
more water than the forest that was cleared. Research 
by Melbourne Water has shown that it takes the 
clearfelled forest 150 years to revert back to its pre-
logged rate of water use.
 The amount of water lost due to logging has 
been scientifically estimated by government researchers 
at fifteen gigalitres of water per annum.
 Based on the latest Victorian government 
water usage targets of 150L/person, the 15 Gigalitres 
of water lost due to catchment logging is equivalent to 
the water used by 560,000 people per year (or 280,000 
households).
 During logging operations, the bulldozing of 
access roads to logging coupes and the destruction of 
mature forest adds thousands of tonnes of sediment 
and other pollutants into adjacent water courses. 
 This sediment flows into our dams, lowering 
water quality and reducing the life expectancy of the 

[A response to the article “From sorry to solidarity” 
found in the Germinate 2010 O-Week edition, 
which can be found at: asen.org.au/files/2008/06/
germ-iss1-10-for-web1.pdf]

I was quite annoyed when I first read the article 
“From sorry to solidarity”. I found it just another 

white persyn’s abstract views on race, white 
privilege and the system and society that reinforce 
it. I decided to write a response to it from a POC 
(persyn of color/people of color) perspective. This 
response is not meant to be directed to the author 
but more of a reflection on white supremacy and 
white privilege in white activist circles. 
 
There is a lack of analysis of how white supremacy 
and white privilege operate within society and 
white activist circles. White supremacy, in my 
analysis and experience, is not ideas or prejudices 
but a system of white privilege that works to 
maintain the wealth, power and privilege of white 
culture and people. 

This white supremacy doesn’t work individually, 
but (white) individuals reinforce it. White 
supremacy is the system and society, and it’s 
something that POC experience daily in different 
forms. 
 
White privilege is something white people are born 
with, you can’t deny it, and even though you try to 
ignore it, it will always be there. At least until the 
white race is abolished – this is, abolish the 
institutions and behaviours that maintain white 
supremacy and white skin privilege. 
 
In the article “From sorry to solidarity” it is said 
that “white guilt” is problematic as it can have an 
impact in organising with indig mob and also. It is 
even considered by the author as a form of racism 
as it “relies on a presumption that “us” is white 
and “them” is everyone else or a particular race”. It 
is also stated that “The more relevant distinction 
is that “us” is whoever we are working with to 
dismantle the system of injustice. 

From ‘white supremacy’ to the 
‘abolition’ of the white race
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There is no real “them”; there is only a collection 
of unjust systems to dismantle”. This idea to me 
sounds like the typical privileged view of race 
blindness. I want to make something clear to 
everyone who is reading this – I am one of “them” 
and I do not believe in some white liberal concept 
of “we are all humans” because I experience white 
culture’s dominant impacts every day of my life. 
And more important, I am not one of you, and I 
fight to dismantle white supremacy among many 
things. And this view of there not being racial 
distinctions while you’ve been socialised to be the 
dominant race is inherently privileged and more 
than anything racist. 

 If you are white, it is your  
 culture, regardless of your  
 political beliefs.  
 You reproduce it in your  
 life and the way you see  
 and relate to people.
 
Something I also want to say is that denying your 
participation in this white dominant culture is 
another privileged and racist view many of you 
have. The author says that they don’t feel part of 
white culture and their culture is one of “sharing, 
of caring for people and the earth, of working 
together to keep ourselves healthy and strong. The 
culture that drives indigenous people from their 
land and destroys sacred places is not my culture 
at all, even though it is the culture that has ruled 
over me for many generations”. If you are white, it 
is your culture, regardless of your political beliefs. 
You reproduce it in your life and the way you see 
and relate to people. You can’t simply say it’s not 
part of you, because it is. 
 
Indigenous people and POC in general, are 
marginalized and isolated. It isn’t just some 
specific “inequalities” that make this condition, it is 
a social construction based on white privilege that 
reinforces assumptions and stereotypes of POC. It 
is oppression that takes many forms, and in 
different places. I’m not saying that my experience 
as a Colombian immigrant is the same as an 
indigenous persyn, what I’m saying is that this 
culture oppresses us. There are and have been 
policies against us, there is a society that tries to 
assimilate and destroy our cultures so we all 
endorse western culture. There are ways in which 
our communities are experiencing social death. 
 
Privilege as explained by the author of “From sorry 
to solidarity” is “used to describe our position, 
not because it’s lovely being white and we suffer 
no hardship, but because it’s extremely rare on a 
global scale to have abundance in food, space to live 

and resources to build houses, cars and all those 
things we have around us”. To me this is saying 
that white privilege happens on global scale rather 
than in this same Eurocentric white supremacist 
society. That definition of white privilege doesn’t 
analyse how white privilege is experienced in 
this society and how many other privileges take 
form, like middleclass privilege, heteroprivilege, 
male privilege, etc. And the white privilege that is 
explained in the article (abundance of food, shelter, 
etc) is a privilege that to me can be seen more as a 
privilege that a big portion of the first world lives, 
but not an actual definition of white privilege. 
Because according to that definition, even a POC 
could have that privilege, and many POC (like me) 
do actually enjoy the privilege of food, shelter, etc. 
So that definition is not really a definition of what 
white privilege actually is. 
 
I do agree that many people seem to romanticise 
indigenous struggles a lot, and it is pretty fucked 
up what people seem to think about indigenous 
struggles. And many white people seem to feel the 
right to opine on things they don’t know anything 
about and tend to make cultural assumptions. 
Though, I can say that to me, the indig fellas I’ve 
started conversation in the streets with seem to 
be much more radical than white activists. They 
are radicalised by their conditions not by reading 
a whole lot of theory. And I’m not saying they are 
better than white activists, I’m saying that they 
have radical views about everyday life, views that 
normally white activists have to develop after some 
time, but indig mob understand from experience. I 
ask the question to all of you, how did you 
feel the first time you said invasion day? Did you 
feel quite radical? Well, this is something many 
indig fellas have understood from a really young 
age. 
 
We all have to understand that solidarity means 
understanding the situation of those who you are 
in solidarity with, and that it’s not up to you what 
the form the struggle takes.

En solidaridad, Amor y Rabi(A)

Ben  
libertario_lucha@riseup.net 
 

Further Reading... 
- “White Privilege: Unpacking the invisible 
knapsack” by Peggy McIntosh
- www.amptoons.com/blog/files/mcintosh.html
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Why and How...
Well, I don’t actually know what a real skillshare 
looks like. I had never been to one. I tried googling 
it, but all I got was volunteering in Africa websites? 
Anyway, I’d been studying and reading a lot about 
cool stuff about feminism, peak oil, revolution, 
permaculture, etc and I kept looking around at 
my friends and community and thinking, fuck, it 
seems like hardly any of us have THE PRACTICAL 
SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE WE MIGHT NEED 
TO SURVIVE IN THIS SICK WORLD... and it is so 
hard to even access information we might need.  It 
seems like everyone feels disempowered and that’s 
not fair! We need to know how to do a variety of 
things so we can work towards having less reliance 
on institutions, corporations and fucked power 
dynamics. Then my friend Shelagh emailed me 
and said she wanted to come to Melbourne to do a 
“skillshare” on how to do live sound technical stuff/
use PAs etc. And I was like YES!! This is the thing 
that we need right now!!

The First One...
The first skillshare was held on the 3rd of April, 
at Loophole Community Centre, Thornbury, 
Melbourne. It featured workshops on: live sound 
tech, hip hop, DIY bling-bling strap-ons, using 
computer programs to make art and music, 
Revolutionary Brown history, girl gangs, and being 
polyamorous  and happy. There was a strong focus 
on action and learning skills, not just on having 
disscussions.

Entry was by donation, with all money going to 
fund solutions to the housing crisis in Papua New 
Guinea.  Free lunch was provided for everyone by 
the new Melbourne pro-feminist men’s collective. 
We didnt have anyone to do a garden workshop 
so we gave away hundreds of hand grown organic 
vegetable seedlings. It was a really successful day, 
with a large turnout and really really positive 
feedback from all involved. It became clear to 
almost everyone just how important events like 
this are.  The success of this first skillshare has 
given me the energy and momentum to organise 
another!

These skillshares are ‘centred’ events...
When we say CENTERED we mean; people most 
affected by oppressors are prioritized to access 
the workshops. eg (in no particular order) womyn 
(trans and non-trans womyn), femmes, indigenous 
people, people of colour, trans folk, queers, people 
with disabilities, refugees, working class people etc. 

We are not assuming anything about anyone, we 
each need to self identify and decide what is best 
for ourselves.

Skillshares and understanding true wealth 
and power...
When we think of wealth, we too often think of 
money. This is a mistake. Wealth is actually a 
complex system of power that controls almost 
everything (I am not talking about class struggle). 
To understand wealth properly, and the way it 
oppresses it us, we must see it and define it in 
ways other then simply money. I see wealth as not 
only access to currency, but as access to resources, 
access to skills, knowledge and education, access to 
safety and access to support...and more...

When I see the world this way, I have a strong 
understanding of just how rich I truly am in terms 
of access to institutional education and support. 
But I can also see the barriers in place to keep me 
feeling truly unpowerful and unwealthy, in terms 
of access to skills/knowledge, access to safety and 
access to resources.

I see these barriers directly linked to the fact that I 
am a cisgendered womyn.

Patriarchy and those who   
benefit from it own the skills/
knowledge, access to safety, and 
access to resources and are not 
sharing or redistributing this 
wealth.
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I can link this same concept to other systematic 
oppression. As a white identified person who 
is trying (and by no means succeeding) to take 
responsibility for my privilege, I have a basic (and 
by no means whole and sufficient) understanding 
of my privileged access to wealth and how fucked 
it is that I can so easily and safely access so much 
whilst my people of colour friends and allies 
cannot. White power and those who benefit from 
it, own the skills/knowledge, access to safety, 
and access to resources and are not sharing or 
redistributing this wealth.

I can link this same concept to other systematic 
oppression. As a cisgendered womyn who identifies 
as a “womyn”(whatever that means) and as 
queer, I have a basic (and by no means whole and 
sufficient) understanding of my privileged access to 
all wealth and how fucked it is that I can so easily 
and safely access so much whilst my transgender, 
genderqueer, and genderfluid friends and allies 
cannot. Gender binary, gender-normativity, and 
heteronormativity and those who benefit from 
it, own the skills/knowledge, access to safety, 
and access to resources and are not sharing or 
redistributing this wealth.

We must redistribute this wealth, this it not 
optional.

We are degraded, silenced, patronised, abused, 
assaulted, murdered, ignored, invisible/voiceless, 
exploited, tokenised, and heaps more fucked 
things!

We are not gonna do nothing 
about it!
We need skills. We need to learn all the things 
that we don’t know, and grab hold of all that shit 
we don’t have access to, that is keeping us so 
disempowered.

We need all the skills we can get.

Our lives and our futures depend on this.

In light of these ideas. The primary objective of 
these skillshares is to enable people of colour, 
wimmin, trans folks and queers to gain access 
to skills and knowledge which society has 
stereotypically been soley designated to straight 
white cisgendered men.

Straight, white, cisgendered men are welcome to 
participate, as long as they agree to the primary 
objective of the skillshare and actively working to 
not disrupt or counter attack, slow down, or hinder 
the primary objective.

These skillshares are in the seed stage of existence. 
I want it to be a healthy tree. I envisage these 
skillshares to be an on going process that happens 
not only during designated community days but 
also more and more in our day-to-day lives. I 
dream of this happening again, and again, quite 
regularly. I see us self educating each other to 
dismantle the powers that keep us so fucked up, 

and redistributing what wealth we all do have 
access to. Really, it’s now, or never.

Skills we all need to get access to, that are 
currently held / controlled/ most easily accessed by 
“straight white men”

In no particular order.....building, understanding 
basic engineering, fighting/defence, defence 
against weapons, fixing bikes, plumbing, fixing 
cars, understanding and using tools, gardening 
(including how to make functioning compost/worm 
farms/compost toilets), true histories and struggles 
of the oppressed, live sound/how PAs and mixing 
desks work, speaking/understanding languages 

other then English, radical/liberated sexualities, 
using computers and complicated computer 
programs, fixing computers, hacking, community 
decision making, money/budgeting, defining and 
creating art/music in safe environments, speaking 
with confidence, learning/using the body for 
strength based activities, reading/understanding 
theory and heavy intellectual text…plus about a 
million more things, this is just what I could come 
up with when I sat down for three minutes to write 
out a list. 

What’s next...
If you would like to add more skills to the list, or if 
you have a skill you would like to share at the next 
creation and destruction skillshare, please email 
me createanddestroyskills@gmail.com 

The second skillshare will be held on the 8th 
of May.  Most of the workshops are yet to be 
confirmed (at the time of writing this) but may 
include: weaving, using tools safely, using 
photoshop, screenprinting, relating to reptiles, bike 
maintenence, gardening and more....

by Kati Cubby, edited by Holly Fluxx
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One Zine
Two Reviews

Molasses’ zine is a call-out to men, a 
reminder of how essential it is that men 
prioritise making the world a safe place 

for womyn to live in. Because it’s clearly not a 
safe world as it presently stands. As one of the gut 
wrenching statistics in the zine states, “somewhere 
in America, a woman is raped every two minutes.” 
Though one can not simply pigeonhole America 
as having a problem: “One in six adult women in 
Australia have experienced sexual assault since 
age 15.” 

Most people will have womyn in their lives that 
have been sexually and / or physically assaulted by 
men, it is a social norm, something that we have 
all come to accept as part of our world. This zine 
is a call-out, a reminder that our world does not 
have to be, and should not be, so unsafe. If we can 
prioritise womyn’s safety as something to fight for, 
we can change the norm. But this is a call-out to 
men in particular, because, let’s face it, men are the 
perpetrators, and men have most of the power. 

Molasses is speaking in particular to men in 
activist / radical communities, as she can see that 
there is more potential, more hope, in men that 
are clearly able to recognise and fight against 
injustice. But too often womyn’s safety is still not 
seen as a priority in radical communities. As she 
asks, “Where’s the disconnect?…I’ve noticed this 
fucked up trait in many men of…writing it off as 
less important than other issues…Well folks, it’s all 
connected.” It reminds me of how strong the many 

So before starting I just wanna say a couple 
of things. Firstly, I want to note that it sits 
slightly uncomfortably with me, as a guy, 

reviewing a feminist zine. As someone who benefits 
from, rather than being oppressed by, patriarchy it 
is not my place to be telling womyn how to organise 
or to criticise how a womyn has written something 
(I have no criticisms of this zine- but that is not the 
point). So what I will do is talk about the reasons 
why men have got to read this zine.

Second, and I ‘spose this fits into the review, this 
zine is pretty difficult to do justice within a defined 
word limit. At around 56 pages its not massive, 
though it’s pretty long (about a third of the pages 
are pictures), but the things that it covers are 
the sorts of things that the target audience- men- 
should be talking about, thinking about and acting 
on all the time. So trying to fit all the important 
things this zine raises, all the questions it ask of 
us, responses it needs, within a review is pretty 
damn impossible- so get a hold of a copy and read 
it!

As for the review, well the zine is about some pretty 
heavy topics; sexual assault, gendered violence 
against womyn, and the response (or general lack 
thereof) by men to these and other issues. The zine 
is by no means light reading, though I found it 
impossible to put down. 

It has a pretty long introductory section, which 
includes a glossary and explanation of why 
different terms were used. It is great to see that in 
a piece of writing as important as this that effort 
has been made to make the zine as accessible as 
possible. It also contains a number of sections 
justifying and defending the tone of writing that 
the author has used. The fact that Molasses felt 
obliged to do this is a pretty clear example of how 
pathetic the response of most men to these issues 
has been. When a womyn talking about sexual 
violence has to put out disclaimers, for writing 
angrily, in order to get an audience, then there is 
something pretty fucked up going on in activist 
circles- but unfortunately this is nothing new. 

While the writing may be ‘angry’ in places, it is 
important that men reading it do not use that as 
an excuse to get defensive or to not read it. We’re 
living in a patriarchal society, and most men don’t 
seem to give two fucks about what that means for 
womyn, so why should we expect anything other 
than anger? Anyway, using a womyn’s anger to 
dismiss something that might challenge us is to 
just embrace the privilege that most men have to 
not have to personally worry about these issues- 
and is in no way a pro-feminist or radical response.

The zine contains written accounts of five verbal 
interactions the author had with her housemates 
shortly after a friend of the author was raped 
and killed. These actual interactions- which form 
the basis of the zine- are pretty blatant sexist 
encounters that hopefully all readers would see as 
not being ok. But these same sort of encounters 
happen all the time, including within alternative 
communities. These are then used to show the way 
language helps to create an atmosphere within 
which sexual violence is ok. Showing the link 
between dehumanising and objectifying language, 
and the rape culture that we live in, is incredibly 
important. Especially when a lot of people dismiss 
language as being unimportant when compared 
with wider social structures. This zine shows pretty 
damn clearly how our day to day behaviours- 
including the language we use- are part of and 
reinforce the wider patriarchal system.

It also points out exactly why men have to be 
proactive in changing ourselves, and trying to 
change those around us. That even if we think we

My Feminist Manifesta, a 
call-out to men by Molasses 
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are pretty switched on, we still need to be thinking 
about gender and our own actions, and start taking 
collective responsibility for patriarchy, by actively 
supporting womyn in the struggle to dismantle it.

There is a pro-feminist group that has started 
meeting in Melbourne, and we read and discussed 
this zine. There is a task called ‘Decorate this 
Picture’ towards the end which we all did, and it 
was an incredibly challenging and moving exercise. 
I would like to think that anyone who seriously 
engaged with this zine, and attempted that 
exercise, could not come out the other side exactly 
the same. This is reason enough for me to urge all 
male identified people to read this zine - and try 
that exercise.

Ultimately this zine is a really important thing to 
read. It will most likely challenge you, maybe a 
lot, but what’s the point of reading something that 
doesn’t? Just when you do read it, try not to 
respond defensively but take on board what it says 
and try and put that into practice in your 

life. Men need to start being serious- active- allies 
to womyn in the struggle against patriarchy, and 
reading this zine will hopefully give us all a push 
along that path. As it says: “Don’t stop learning. 
Don’t stop questioning. Don’t stop listening. Don’t 
stop fighting. If you don’t like the world the way 
it is, then fight for a better one. And if you do like 
it, then ask yourself if it’s because you’re on the 
privileged end.”  

Review by JF

One Zine
Two Reviews

Molasses’ zine is a call-out to men, a 
reminder of how essential it is that men 
prioritise making the world a safe place 

for womyn to live in. Because it’s clearly not a 
safe world as it presently stands. As one of the gut 
wrenching statistics in the zine states, “somewhere 
in America, a woman is raped every two minutes.” 
Though one can not simply pigeonhole America 
as having a problem: “One in six adult women in 
Australia have experienced sexual assault since 
age 15.” 

Most people will have womyn in their lives that 
have been sexually and / or physically assaulted by 
men, it is a social norm, something that we have 
all come to accept as part of our world. This zine 
is a call-out, a reminder that our world does not 
have to be, and should not be, so unsafe. If we can 
prioritise womyn’s safety as something to fight for, 
we can change the norm. But this is a call-out to 
men in particular, because, let’s face it, men are the 
perpetrators, and men have most of the power. 

Molasses is speaking in particular to men in 
activist / radical communities, as she can see that 
there is more potential, more hope, in men that 
are clearly able to recognise and fight against 
injustice. But too often womyn’s safety is still not 
seen as a priority in radical communities. As she 
asks, “Where’s the disconnect?…I’ve noticed this 
fucked up trait in many men of…writing it off as 
less important than other issues…Well folks, it’s all 
connected.” It reminds me of how strong the many 

incredible womyn activists out there are who fight 
so hard against the many injustices of our broader 
societies while having to fight against patriarchal 
attitudes and actions in their every day lives. 

A Feminist Manifesta is a collection of anecdotes, 
passionate rants, humorous and sad comics, hard 
facts and heart-felt entreaties. It is raw, and 
angry, while still being more than reasonable. The 
fact that the author felt like she had to remain 
‘reasonable’ just shows what a struggle many 
womyn have with trying to be heard, with the fear 
of being dismissed as hysterical. 

Molasses writing is full of love for this world, full 
of love and passion for the womyn in her life, and 
fear for their safety, for their lives. Her zine is an 
incredibly powerful tool, a strong reminder to men 
and womyn how critical it is that we prioritise 
this struggle, for the sake of our mothers, sisters, 
daughters, lovers, comrades and friends.                      

Review by lil

My Feminist Manifesta, a call-out to 
men is available at Loophole Com-
munity Centre (Melbourne) and 
Black Rose Books (Sydney). You can 
also email the author  for copies 
strangelittlebird@riseup.net
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At the launch of MURRAY WILCOX’s Kimberley 
at the Crossroad, in Sydney in February, Frank 

Parriman, from Kimberley Land Council stated 
the development of the proposed Kimberley Liquid 
Natural Gas precinct would assist to lessen the 
current level of young suicide.

This statement did not sit true with me so I car-
ried out a comprehensive literature research to 
determine if the introduction of heavy industry 
into a community lessens the suicide rate of young 
people. Unfortunately, my research revealed that 
communities involved in LNG industries experi-
ence a substantial rise in suicide rates.

Communities involved in oil and gas exploration 
have experienced a rise in suicide rates. Whereas 
the U.S. general population has an average suicide 
rate of 11 out of every 100,000 individuals, commu-
nities on the northern slope in Alaska experience 
an average suicide rate of 45 out of every 100,000 
individuals. This very high suicide rate is thought 
to be due to rapid socio-cultural change in Inuit 
communities. High suicide rates are also found in 
communities associated with offshore oil drilling in 
Louisiana. (Kettl, 1998; Wernham, 2007; Seydlitz 
et al., 1993)

Individuals working or living in communities in-
volved in oil and gas exploration often experience 
greater mental health concerns than individuals 
who live in areas not involved in these industrial 
activities. Some researchers report that individuals 
in these regions have a certain vulnerability to psy-
chological or psychiatric problems. (Lester & Tem-
ple, 2006) For example, oil and gas development 
has been associated with high rates of mental and 
psychological stress. Furthermore, increasing men-
tal health concerns such as anxiety and depression, 
have been linked to communities in Wales, India, 
and the Peruvian Amazon that are involved in oil 
and gas drilling activities. (Bhatia, 2007; Gallacher 
et al., 2007; Izquierdo, 2005; Lester & Temple, 
2006; Murthy et al., 2005; Wernham, 2007)

Individuals working or living in 
communities involved in oil and 
gas exploration often experience 
greater mental health concerns 
than individuals who live in ar-
eas not involved in these indus-
trial activities.
In a submission to the Australian Senate Com-
munity Affairs Inquiry into Suicide in Australia 
November, 2009 OzHelp Foundation stated that 
their organisation has been supporting the mining 
industry in Pilbara because its workplace charac-
teristics increase the risk of mental health issues 
among workers through: the ‘fly in fly out’ nature 
of working conditions; separation from family and 
friends; long, hard working hours leading to fatigue 
and workplace accidents; overuse of alcohol and 
drugs in non-working hours; difficult living situa-
tions; lack of community involvement; and lack of 
community services and entertainment.

Mentoring structures were necessary to support In-
digenous apprentices and workers in the workplace 
because of the personal costs and effects generated 
by the characteristics of LNG industry: workplace 
bullying; reduced productivity at work; physical 
health concerns; potential financial issues; rela-
tionship problems at work and outside; overuse of 
alcohol and drugs; mental health problems, risk 
taking behaviors and workplace accidents.

Communities involved in oil and gas extraction 
activities have experienced high rates of sexually 
transmitted diseases. For example, oil and gas 
communities in British Columbia have witnessed 
a rise in the occurrence of Chlamydia, and several 
regions in Africa have had increasing rates of HIV/
AIDS since the introduction of oil and gas drilling 
to their communities. (Frynas, 2004; Goldenberg et 
al., 2007; Jobin, 2003; Udoh et al., 2007)

LNG operations use and produce toxic contami-
nants that adversely affect human health. Ex-
posure to air pollutants, toxic chemicals, metals, 
radiation, noise and light pollution cause a range of 
diseases, illnesses, and health problems, including 
psychological and social disruption. In addition to 
this communities and workers in proximity to gas 
activities have increased risk for cancer, cardiovas-
cular disease, asthma, and other disorders due to 
uncontrolled or high exposure.

This article originally appeared on
www.handsoffcountry.blogspot
Check it out for more information about the opposi-
tion to the proposed Woodside Gas Proect at James 
Price Point.
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Leaving Canberra Tuesday afternoon, after an 
exciting visit to see cutting edge solar dish 

technology (very impressive indeed), we traveled 
to Lithgow. Arriving later than expected, the small 
group of concerned Lithgow environmentalists we 
were to meet kindly waited.

A detailed presentation showed us the horrifying 
extent of the long term environmentally impacts 
from coal mining and coal-fired power stations 
here. The legacy of Lithgow’s industrial heritage is 
more than the communities shared identity from 
being a mining town – Lithgow’s environmental 
problems need to be framed as part of this same 
history.

Around Lithgow there are warning signs pointing 
out the dangers of mine subsidence. However, some 
warnings on public land are nothing more than a 
piece of paper; an A4 sheet acting as a supposedly 
valid ‘warning sign’ to be careful of subsidence in 
the area. Some photos showed these ‘signs’ can 
become almost illegible from weathering – this is a 
clear public safety issue. The photos we saw of the 
subsidence showed massive cracks running through 
cliffs, rock and including in roads. The next day 
we were taken to see this for ourselves. These are 
permanent scars on Lithgow’s landscape.

Lithgow is riddled with mine subsidence and now 
some houses have to built in accordance with spe-
cific safety considerations to the possibilities of the 
ground underneath giving way. Some older homes 
are perpetually in danger from cracks opening up. 
The subsidence cracks run through surrounding 
national parks. Rocks crumbling, mountain-sides 
giving way – what look like land slides of sorts.

It was suggested to us that a build up of salt in the 
local river ways and creeks is a result from both the 
mining process of long-walling (underground min-
ing as opposed to open cut mining) as well as from 
the water ‘recycling’ of the power stations. Coal 
fired power stations are particularly thirsty, need-
ing huge amounts of water to run. Lithgow’s major 
coal-fired power station, Mount Piper, owned 

by Delta, have extraction licenses for the water and 
buy what water they need.

One example of the affects of increased salinity lev-
els in the waterways and creeks is the destruction 
of the biodiversity of what was a natural swamp. 
This, it was explained, was a result of reverse 
osmosis. This includes the dramatic loss of species, 
from 100 or more to now 20ish. It was also shown 
to us there is resulting algae build up in the local 
creeks.

Another effect from the salt in the area is the rust-
ing of the water pipes in the town. The residents 
we chatted with said they drank from tap water, 
but mostly it’s filtered first. However the long term 
damage to water infrastructure is an issue here.

The photos we saw of the subsidence showed 
massive cracks running through cliffs, rock 
and including in roads. The next day we 
were taken to see this for ourselves. These 
are permanent scars on Lithgow’s land-
scape.
On Wednesday we thought trying to go on a public 
tour of Mount Piper power station would be a good 
learning experience. Trying was the giveaway – 
when we arrived the police had been called and 
were waiting to explain to us we weren’t welcome.

We turned back into town and instead spent the 
afternoon on the main street handing out informa-
tion pamphlets about supporting a just transition 
away from the dirty coal industry to renewable 
technologies. This was a positive experience and 
people were interested in talking with us about the 
just transition ideas.

In the late afternoon we enjoyed hot chips and said 
goodbye to some goats who lived by the camping 
ground we stayed at. We left Lithgow tired but 
happy.

This piece orignally appeared online at 
www.transitiontour.wordpress.com. 
More news on the fight to stop the expansion of the coal 
industry in NSW checkout: www.risingtide.org.au
                 

The Just Transition Tour: Lithgow liasons
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The windows of Roebourne’s once-thriving main street 
have been boarded up and its pavement is littered 

with the shards of shattered beer bottles.

Aboriginal elder Peter Jeffries gestures a weathered 
hand toward the abandoned banks and offices in the 
Western Australian town, their peeling facades bleached 
by the desert sun.

“This used to be the main town, it had all the agencies. 
All the companies did business here,” he says. “It’s a 
shell of what it used to be. Roebourne’s been left be-
hind.”

Originally settled in the late 18th century gold rush, 
Roebourne was reduced to a virtual ghost town in the 
1960s, when mining giants Rio Tinto and BHP Billiton 
developed the towns of Karratha and Dampier to accom-
modate their workers.

Farmers forced the local Ngarluma and Yindjibarndi 
tribes off the land and Aboriginal people were banned 
from entering Roebourne at all until the late 1960s, 
when it was reclaimed as a native township following 
the miners’ exodus.

Today it sits just 40 kilometres from Australia’s lu-
crative iron ore mines, but wealth and progress have 
passed the people of Roebourne by.

“In the last 20 years we’ve seen zero benefits,” says local 
mine worker Vince Adams.

“The houses have slowly degenerated to nothing, they 
live in faeces. You go to any one of the houses in this 
community and you will find 15, 20 adults living in a 
three bedroom house. Alcohol, sexual, drug, child abuse, 
we’ve got the whole lot.”

“We are either alcoholics or drug addicts, and a minority 
of us work,” he adds, with a bitter laugh.

Adams’ two-year-old nephew died last year after touch-
ing live wires which had been exposed by a hole in the 
wall of his family’s rundown house during a game of 
hide and seek.

Optimism prevailed in the 1980s 
when mining companies promised 
local tribes a share of profits in re-
turn for using land, but a 2005 study 
of Aboriginal living conditions in 
the Pilbara found many deals had 
brought little benefit.
The toddler’s family can only afford the rent by sharing 
the house with almost a dozen other families. Plumbing 
and other infrastructure is stretched to the limit and 
disease is rife. Children quite literally sleep where they 
can find space, and live in highly dysfunctional environ-
ments, Adams says.

The town’s 50-year-old school is in a state of disrepair 
and there is no doctor or X-ray machine at the local 

hospital. Men live, on average, to just 52 years of age in 
Roebourne and women 63, compared with the national 
average life expectancy of 79 years for men and 84 for 
women.

“Indigenous people are still living in third-world condi-
tions, they are still dying faster, their education rate is 
still lower than the rest of Australia. We die more often 
from curable disease,” Jeffries said.

Optimism prevailed in the 1980s when mining compa-
nies promised local clans a share of profits in return for 
using land, but a 2005 study of Aboriginal living condi-
tions in the Pilbara found many deals had brought little 
benefit.

The Indigenous employment rate is roughly half that 
of the wider Pilbara community and their participation 
in the booming mining sector has remained relatively 
marginal, while the cost of living has skyrocketed.

They account for just five percent of income earned in 
the region - three percent of mainstream earnings - de-
spite making up more than 15 percent of the population.
As much as 36 percent of the Aboriginal population is 
dependent on welfare.

“As an Aboriginal person you’re better off on welfare in 
public housing, that’s the reality, because the economy 
has gone crazy,” said Simon Hawkins, chief of the 
Yamatji Marlpa Aboriginal Corporation (YMAC).

“The very act of mining is anathema to Aborigines’ deep 
connection to and belief in origin from the land, but they 
are powerless to stop it,” explains Hawkins, who medi-
ates between local tribes and mining companies.

“There’s no land rights legislation in Western Australia, 
mining will occur,” he said. “It’s a matter for the tradi-
tional owners of trying to negotiate the best terms that 
they can.”

The highly confidential terms of land use agreements 
vary widely from compensation in the form of a lump 
sum or royalties, to training programmes or job guaran-
tees.

But mining companies enjoyed 40 years of unadulter-
ated profits before laws were passed requiring them to 
recognise Aboriginal claims over the land, during which 
time YMAC estimates 340 billion dollars of iron ore was 
exported to Asia.

Of the 16 billion dollars in mining profits made in 
2008 Hawkins said less than 0.25 percent went back to 
Aborigines, while more than 35 percent of future pro-
duction would come from mines not covered by land use 
agreements.

Australian mining boom leaves Aboriginal 
town behind
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Environmental groups have renewed their call for 
a halt to the expansion of the offshore petroleum 

industry, after a company revealed the likely causes of a 
massive oil spill in the Timor Sea.
Oil leaked from the Montara wellhead platform off 
Australia’s north-west coast over a ten week period last 
year. 
 
In its submission to the Montara Commission of Inquiry, 
the company PTTEP Australasia says a missing piece of 
equipment was among the causes of the spill. 
 
Other submissions from environment, marine and 
industry groups are highly critical of the Federal 
Government’s handling of the case.
 
PTTEP Australasia says the leak was probably caused 
by a combination of failures, including the absence of a 
pressure containment cap.
 
The extent of the damage to the environment is still 
unclear, and may not be known for several years. 
 
Conservation groups have made submissions critical 
of the Federal Government for failing to have detailed 
information on marine life in the area before the 
disaster.
 
“There’s a total lack of baseline information, and this is 
just totally inadequate in terms of protecting this kind 
of incredibly important marine area because how do we 
know what kind of impact an oil spill is going to have if 
we don’t know what creatures were there beforehand,” 
said Martin Pritchard of Environs Kimberley. 
 
He says the Australian Institute of Marine Science has 
been critical of the Government for failing to announce a 
monitoring program, some 55 days after the incident.

“The Australian Institute of Marine Science has shown 
that there was significant delays in putting in place an 
effective damage assessment so that we could see exactly 
what was happening there, and the Federal Government 
really needs to make sure that in the future if this type

 
of thing happens again then there’s a much better and 
quicker response.”
 
The Federal and Northern Territory Governments 
have joint responsibility for the Montara well, but the 
WA Government says it has a strong interest in the 
commission of inquiry.

The State Minister for Mines and Petroleum, Norman 
Moore, says the Federal Environment Department has 
already revealed its own errors.
 
“I find it quite interesting that the Commonwealth 
Department has admitted that it made a number of 
mistakes,” he said. 
 
“That’s important from our point of view because the 
Commonwealth ministers are wanting to take over 
complete control of all offshore petroleum activities 
in Australia and to get rid of the joint authority 
arrangements. 
 
“And we will be resisting that, I might add, because we 
think the West Australian Government is quite capable.”

Environmentalists call for end to offshore oil 
expansion

Jeffries, who represents the local Aboriginal people in 
contract negotiations, blames pervasive ignorance for 
their continuing plight.

“The wider community will never understand the con-
nection that indigenous people have to our country. (The
miners) only give us what they have to legally and it 
means absolutely nothing,” he said.

“They take, take, take and they don’t give back, and they 
use the excuse that they’re just here to take the stuff out 
of the ground, but it goes bigger than that.”

Unease about potential loss of culture was identified in 
the 2005 study by the Australian National University as 
one of the difficulties for Aborigines in engaging with the 
mining industry, and Adams says companies have been 
slow to appreciate their needs.

Some firms now include “cultural leave” in their con-
tracts with Aboriginal workers to accommodate ceremo-
nies marking births, initiations and funerals, but most 
are forced to forget their traditions, he says.

“It affects the people who are trying to carry on our law 
and culture, our whole community,” he said, noting the 
particular impact of lengthy stints in mines on their 
complex kinship-based family system.

This article originally appeared on 

Issue 5 : Autumn 2010 : [20]



On Thursday 27th January, in scenes reminiscent 
of the early protests that rocked Woomera, Port 

Hedland and Baxter, a mass protest was commenced by 
Tamil detainees at Christmas Island.

The protest was supported by all the Tamils detainees, 
with over 350 asylum seekers involved and one Christ-
mas Island detainee was “hopeful that the Kurdish, 
Iranians and Arabs people will join us.”

The protest begun around 4:30pm when 60 asylum seek-
ers began marching around the path inside the deten-
tion with placards saying, “How long do we have to wait’, 
“Oceanic Viking 6 weeks, Christmas Island 6 months”, 
and “Protection Not Detention.”

Despite threats from immigration management, the 
detainees were refused to return to their compounds and 
so the protest continued overnight.

The protest coincided with the visit to the island by 
Senator Fielding and Opposition spokesperson on im-
migration, Scott Morrison.

“People are sick and tired of waiting so long for their 
applications to be processed. There are scores of Tamils 
now who have been waiting for six months and much 
longer. The government has no explanation for why 
Tamil asylum seekers are having to wait so long. As 
their placard says, processing on the Oceanic Viking was 
done in six weeks, ” said Ian Rintoul, spokesperson for 
the Refugee Action Coalition.

“They are also angry at the people being charged for last 
year’s so-called riot and being put into the Red Com-
pound management units. 

“Australian of the year, Professor Patrick McGorry, was 
right when he called detention centres ‘factories for men-
tal illness’ Perhaps Julia Gillard and Chris Evans will 
face up to the fact that Christmas Island is just as much 
a mental illness factory as Woomera or Baxter.

“There is no adequate torture and trauma counselling 
available and medication of the detainees is increasing. 
A government with a humane policy towards asylum 
seekers would close Christmas Island,” said Ian Rintoul.

The protest also comes after detainees were told that 
under a new rule, management would no longer allow 
detainees to have mobile phones. Detainees in mainland 
detention centres are allowed to have mobile phones, 
and Christmas Island detainees have been allowed to 
have phones for months.

In a drastic and sudden move, the Government of Indo-
nesia has given an ultimatum to the Tamil refugees at 

Merak.

According to refugee sources, they have been told that 
they have no option but to agree to be moved to another 
location to “an island” close to Singapore . The refugees 
were also informed that their refugee claims will then be 
processed by the UNHCR at a later time.

However, the refugees fear that they will be forcefully 
removed from the boat and deported to Sri Lanka where 
they may face persecution. They have not been given 
the information as to where they are going to be moved. 
Also, they have not been given any guarantees about 
their safety and about the processing of their appeals for 
resettlement.

The decision to move the refugees to a remote location is 
sinister and worrisome. Activists who have been advo-
cating to both Indonesia and Australia for a fair treat-
ment of the refugees and for their rights are worried 
about the safety and security of the refugees. The heavy-
handed approach of the Indonesian government has also 
raised the concerns that they will be denied due process 
and may face deportation to Sri Lanka.

The port of Merak in Indonesia has been the centre of 
attention for more than 150 days. Hundreds of Tamils 

from around the world, whose relatives have been put-
ting up a fight for their rights as refugees, and refugee 
rights activists have been calling for a compassionate 
and fast resolution to this crisis.

The “Merak boat people”, as they are now called, include 
more than 30 children, at least one mother expecting to 
give birth to a child in a few days, and tens of families. 
These refugees who were fleeing persecution from Sri 
Lanka were on their way to Australia and were inter-
cepted by the Indonesian Navy.

Several Non-Governmental organizations and activists 
have been calling for an immediate humanitarian inter-
vention facilitated by UNHCR, immediate processing 
of these refugee claims, and guarantees to the people’s 
health, wellness, and security. So far, Indonesian and 
Australian governments have been steadfast in their 
refusal to allow such intervention. In the mean time, the 
refugees on the boat continue to live in abhorrent condi-
tions with absolutely no sign of any political movement 
to assist them.

The looming crisis can only avoided by the immediate 
intervention of the UNHCR and the governments of 
Indonesia and Australia.

This article originally appeared on Canadian Advocate 
canadianadvocate.wordpress.com

Indonesia Gives Ultimatum to Stranded Refugees at Merak

Protest at Christmas 
      Island Detention Centre
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The First Fleet – an invading force, the 
harbingers of a brutal colonial society. I find it a 

rare occurrence to be able to look upon the history 
of the First Fleet with anything but sadness for 
what those ships symbolised for the future of the 
First Nations and the biodiversity of these lands. 

It is sometimes easy to think that the bureaucrats 
who came over on those ships to set up a new 
colony didn’t know any better, that they didn’t 
have an understanding of the world outside of their 
colonial frameworks. But reading Kate Grenville’s 
historical fiction ‘The Lieutenant’ recently 
reminded me otherwise. With changed names 
and some flourishes, the novel follows the story of 
William Dawes (1762-1836), a second lieutenant 
in the British Royal Marines who volunteered 
to travel on the first fleet ship “Sirius” as an 
astronomer, and was specifically requested by the 
astronomer royal to make observations of a comet 
expected to pass earth during 1788. 

Dawes became keenly interested 
in recording their language, 
Darug, and the notebooks in 
which he recorded phrases and 
words have become the primary 
source for revitalising the 
language.
Not long after arrival in what was to be Sydney, 
he set up a make-shift observatory on what is now 
called Dawes Point, and recorded observations on 
the weather and the stars. His hut, set apart from 
the main colony, became a safe place frequented 
by the local Eora people. Dawes became keenly 
interested in recording their language, Darug, 
and the notebooks in which he recorded phrases 
and words have become the primary source for 
revitalising the language. A number of Darug 
words were quickly incorporated in Australian 
English, such as dingu (dingo), bubuk (boobook 
owl), guwawi (cooee), warada (waratah), wumara 
(woomera). 

It seems Dawes’ main teacher was a young Eora 
woman, Patyegarang, who is guessed to have been 
around 15 years old at the time. The two struck up 
a close friendship and shared their languages and 
customs with each other. His notebooks show of 
her frequent visits to his hut and their increasingly 
complex conversations, and the growth of a trusting 
friendship. One of the most telling and beautiful 
words that Patyegarang shared with Dawes was 
putuwa, which Dawes recorded as meaning “to 
warm ones hand by the fire & then to squeeze 
gently the fingers of another person.” It is thanks to 
Patyegarang’s brave and giving nature, and Dawes’ 
ability to listen and learn, that there is much Eora 
culture and Darug language still living today. 

Dawes did not last as long in the colony as he 
would have wished. He applied to stay longer 
so that he could continue to record the Darug 
language and maintain his connections with 
the local people. He was one of the rare few that 
actually wanted to be in the ‘new’ country, and 
hadn’t been dragged there in chains, or ordered to 
make the ancient land something ‘new’. Instead 
he was sent back to England as punishment for 
having disobeyed the Governor’s orders. 

Governor Phillip had ordered Dawes to be a 
member of a party that was to capture two 
Bideegàl men (from the peninsula on Botany Bay) 
and bring back the severed heads of ten more 
men. Phillip ordered this as revenge for the fatal 
wounding of his gamekeeper by spear, but Dawes 
seemed to believe that the gamekeeper was the one 
who had committed crimes and that he was justly 
wounded in retribution. Dawes traveled with the 
party, but then refused to engage with the mission, 
and publicly declared in front of Phillip that he 
‘was sorry he had been persuaded to comply with 
the order.’ Such an affront to the Governor could 
have resulted in death for Dawes. He refused 
to retract his statement, and was sent back to 
England in 1791. Dawes was the first European to 
be recorded as defending Aboriginal rights.

Dawes later became a strong advocate 
for the abolition of slavery. William 
Wilberforce (the abolitionist campaign leader)                                                                                                      
stated of Dawes, ‘I don’t believe there is in the 
world a more solid, honest, indefatigable man, more 
full of resources and common sense.’ Dawes died in 
Antigua where he had struggled against slavery, 
and set up schools for the children of slaves. He 
never returned to Australia.

To me the story of Dawes’ brief yet productive time 
in Australia speaks of more than his own personal 
story. His recordings are a window through which 
we can catch glimpses of life and culture in these 
lands before colonialism destroyed so much. We 
get a glimpse of Patyegarang, a strong, proud, 
intelligent and brave young woman who understood 
the value of sharing and understanding, mutual 

Dawes & Patyegarang
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empathy and compassion. Her’s is yet another 
womyn’s story that we can only have knowledge 
of through the words and understandings of a 
white man. Luckily, this white man was actually 
listening. 

Dawes’ story also hits home to me in a personal 
way, as I spent some time living on Dawes’ Point as 
a child, not long before The Rocks became grossly 
gentrified. We lived in the basement of a crusty old 
terrace house, which had not long before been a 
boarding house for old men to die in. I used to roam 
the streets by myself, creating worlds of fantasy 
based on reading children’s historical fiction like 
Playing Beattie Bow. The observatory (so close to 
Dawes’ original observatory) sat up in the hill just 
above our home, and I would play amongst the 

giant Moreton Bay figs surrounding it. Colonial 
history was still so present on the surface, I could 
smell it, feel it, and it had a powerful effect on my 
understanding of Australian history in general. To 
then recently learn about Dawes, his character, 
work and political ideology, has made me feel an 
extra level of tenderness towards that small piece 
of land, and a sense that it grew me up, whispered 
stories in my ear, and was part of what made me 
who I am today. I wonder if William Dawes felt the 
same way. 

by Lilia Letsch

Find out more about William Dawes, Patyegarang, 
Durag, and full scans of the notebooks at 
www.williamdawes.org

We are losing the languages of this land. Of 
the estimated 500 + languages that were 

spoken on this land prior to colonialisation only 
145 survive today, with a 110 of these languages 
being classified by the Federal Government as at 
risk of dying out. That’s places, names, history, and 
stories of the land all potentially disappearing from 
our collective knowledge. It’s alarming and a little 
scary. The reasons for the languages dying out 
are multifaceted. Action to preserve and revitalise 
languages is being taken - last year the Federal 
Government allocated $9.3 million - but only time 
will tell. In the meantime the language of the land 
remains under threat. 

In Wadeye, in the Northwest of 
the NT, linguists estimate that 
four languages will die in the 
next decade. 
Louisa Rebgetz from the ABC reports that one of 
these languages, Magati Ke, only has two speakers 
- a brother and a sister - left. The sister is old and 
sick and unfortunately doesn’t know enough of 
the language to help in the preservation of the 
language. Marie Kletsch, from the Endangered 
Language Centre at the Batchelor Institute for 
Indigenous Education, this loss of language at 
Wadeye is in part because of the one dominant 
language, Murrinpantha, is the only Aboriginal 
language being used at the school. Meaning that 
those languages with a smaller speaker base are 
not being taught and spoken as much.

Ms Kletsch believes that the money the Federal 
Government has allocated has made a slight 
difference but “it is not really nearly enough to 
be able to achieve the goals necessary to retrieve 
these languages and maintain them in a timeframe 
of those elders staying alive as first language 
speakers.” 

The loss of Elders is not the only danger to the loss 
of language. In the NT Aboriginal languages are 
under threat from the NT Government changes 
to bilingual education. It insists that English be 
spoken and taught for the first four hours of the 
day, with Aboriginal languages being relegated to 
the last hour of the day. Under bilingual education 
Aboriginal children are taught the basic concepts of 
reading, writing, spelling, numeracy in their first 
language gradually moving to more English as they 
advanced through the years and picked up more of 
the concepts. 

This is a similar approach to the way English 
speakers are taught a second language. Learn the 
grammar and basic concepts in English, then you 
should be able to understand those structures in a 
second language.  It’s a step up approach from the 
language of country to the language of the Western 
world. An approach that the TV show Four Corners 
showed last year was highly successful with 
students becoming fluent in reading and writing in 
both their first language and English. 

However it seems that over the course of the last 
couple of decades it’s become a highly contentious 
politic arena, the last major movement of which 

When language is lost, 
something essential is lost
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was the NT Government evidence into bilingual 
education in November 2008. It stated that “The 
attendance rates in bilingual schools are less than 
the attendance rates for non-bilingual schools 
across all year levels”. Claims that, using the 
MYSchool website, CDU professor and Friends of 
Bilingual Education member Brian Devlin have 
been able to show are incorrect. Devlin’s figures 
suggest that the mean attendance at non-bilingual 
community schools is 54% whilst at bi-lingual 
community schools the mean attendance is 55%. 

The Government claim that at year 3 level the 
‘bilingual schools’ group only did better in grammar 
and reading. They allegedly achieved lower average 
scores across the other three test areas (“Data for 
bilingual schools in the Northern Territory”, p. 
2), which is also incorrect with reanalysis of the 
official, publicly available performance data for 
2008 which reveals that year 3 students in the 
‘bilingual schools’ sample achieved better results 
in numeracy as well as in reading, grammar and 
punctuation. 

Devlin rightly points out that the problem here 
is the low attendance rate in general and it is 
this that needs to be addressed. And that the 
figures from the test in general are too low in both 

bilingual and non-bilingual schools and this should 
be the focus of the Governments attention. It would 
seem that it’s not one education approach that is 
better over the other, it’s the education approach in 
general and system as a whole that needs working 
on. A more inventive and engaging local approach 
to schooling needs to happen across the Territory. 

And they don’t need to look to far afield either. 
NSW has proven with the teaching of local 
language and culture that there is a higher 
retention rate at schools amongst Aboriginal 
students. Perhaps there is something to be noted 
there about teaching culture and the value of that.

As Marie Kletsch noted: “You only have to look 
at those languages that are already extinct and 
those languages that people are trying to revive 
to find out that without language you don’t have 
the cultural knowledge. You don’t have the 
scientific knowledge of medicine, the weather, how 
to manage the environment, all of that is lost in 
translation.”

It’s a lesson we could all learn. To find out the 
language of the land we live on and to ensure that 
that knowledge of the land lives on.
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National Call Out: Nationwide 
Gathering Of Aboriginal Peoples And 

Supporters 6-9th July 2010 
Alice Springs, venue tbc

An historic nationwide gathering of Aboriginal 
Peoples and supporters will be held on the 

6-9th July 2010 in Alice Springs. 

Oganisers are calling on all People from all 
cultural backgrounds and origins, Trade Unions, 
Human Rights Organizations, Church groups 
and Students, all People of good heart nationally, 
to unite together as one against all racist and 
discrimination policies imposed by the Federal and 
State governments across our country. 
 
The planned Alice Springs convergence supported 
by Aboriginal Peoples and Non-Aboriginal Peoples 
from across Australia is calling on the Rudd 
Federal Labor Government to bring an immediate 
end to the NTER Intervention and to re-instate 
the RDA (Racial Discrimination Act) fully and 
unconditionally.  
 
The RDA which remains suspended with the full 
consent of the Rudd Labor Government allows for 
the contentious and racially discriminatory aspects 
of the NTER Intervention to continue unabated.  
 
Alyawarr spokesman Richard Downs, and his 
People who walked-off their community in protest 
opposing the Rudd governments intervention in 

July 2009, is calling for all People, Aboriginal 
and Non-Aboriginal, throughout Australia to join 
together to rid Australia of racism and to ensure 
justice and equal recognition for Aboriginal Peoples 
and the promotion of human rights for all.  
 
“We welcome all People all our Brothers and 
Sisters to come and stand with us for four days 
in July let’s send a clear voice to the Rudd Labor 
Government and to all future government leaders 
that racism in all its forms will not be tolerated by 
the Australian voters, it’s time we truly turned a 
new page in race relation in this country and lay 
the intervention to rest and begin to see and treat 
each other as Human beings and our mother earth 
with respect”, said Richard Downs. 

The event will inolve Alyawarr, Pitjantjatjara, 
Yankunytjatjara, Ngatjatjara, Kukatja, Pintupi, 
Luritja, Walpiri, Anmatjirra, Arrente,Ngatjatjara 
and Kukatja Traditional Owners speaking out 
for justice for Aboriginal people, immmediate 
abolishment of the NTER Intervention, immediate 
and unconditional reinstatement of the Racial 
Discrimination Act (RDA), land rights not native 
title, stopping incarceration and deaths in custody, 
equal recognition, acknowledgement and support 
for Aboriginal customary law and culture, human 
rights for all, justice for all peoples. 
 
For further information please contact: Richard 
Downs Richard.downs12@gmail.com

The Joining Hands Gathering
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July 2009, is calling for all People, Aboriginal 
and Non-Aboriginal, throughout Australia to join 
together to rid Australia of racism and to ensure 
justice and equal recognition for Aboriginal Peoples 
and the promotion of human rights for all.  
 
“We welcome all People all our Brothers and 
Sisters to come and stand with us for four days 
in July let’s send a clear voice to the Rudd Labor 
Government and to all future government leaders 
that racism in all its forms will not be tolerated by 
the Australian voters, it’s time we truly turned a 
new page in race relation in this country and lay 
the intervention to rest and begin to see and treat 
each other as Human beings and our mother earth 
with respect”, said Richard Downs. 

The event will inolve Alyawarr, Pitjantjatjara, 
Yankunytjatjara, Ngatjatjara, Kukatja, Pintupi, 
Luritja, Walpiri, Anmatjirra, Arrente,Ngatjatjara 
and Kukatja Traditional Owners speaking out 
for justice for Aboriginal people, immmediate 
abolishment of the NTER Intervention, immediate 
and unconditional reinstatement of the Racial 
Discrimination Act (RDA), land rights not native 
title, stopping incarceration and deaths in custody, 
equal recognition, acknowledgement and support 
for Aboriginal customary law and culture, human 
rights for all, justice for all peoples. 
 
For further information please contact: Richard 
Downs Richard.downs12@gmail.com

Travels in the Territory
Ampilatwatja
The three of us headed north from Alice Springs 
in a 4WD ute with a cement mixer tied down on 
the tray, both borrowed from my housemate’s 
workplace. The four hour ride was seriously 
uncomfortable, the three of us crammed onto the 
supposedly three person bench seat, no elbow room, 
having to take turns sitting in the middle with the 
satellite phone holder digging into our knees. We 
thought we had become a little lost on our way to 
Ampilatwatja, and ended up rolling out our swags 
in the red dust on the side of the road that night, 
just off the Sandover Hwy. 

It was mosquito-free camping, a rare occurrence 
in my experience of the Northern Territory so far, 
under a beautifully clear night sky with billions of 
shimmering stars. But our insect-free experience 
was thwarted by the sun rising, and with it swarms 
of little flies that seemed to really want to get up 
our noses or in our ears. 

We discovered after only fifteen minutes of driving 
that we had been camping just around the corner 
from Ampilatwatja. We drove into town and asked 
some people along the road if they could give us 
directions to the walk-off camp. The first couple 
of people we asked said they had no idea what we 
were talking about (or were just fobbing off some 
more misguided whities), and then we ran into Nat 
Wasley, long time anti-nuclear campaigner, and we 
followed her a few minutes out of town to the walk-
off camp. 

The Ampilatwatja walk-off started in July 2009 
when community members decided that, instead of 
living under the Howard / Rudd NT Intervention, 
they would walk off the prescribed area zone 
and create their own community, outside of the 
Intervention’s jurisdiction, at Honeymoon Bore. 
One of the Elder’s involved, Banjo Morton, led 
a walk-off from Lake Nash cattle station back 
in 1942 demanding that he and other unpaid 
Aboriginal stockmen be paid £1 a month. He helped 
win that battle, and when he called Richard Downs 
back to his community to help lead another walk-
off, I’m sure he had winning another battle in 
mind. 

Richard Downs is the spokesperson for the 
Ampilatwatja walk-off, and it’s hard to imagine 
a better representative. My first (and lasting) 
impressions of him are that he is incredibly 
grounded – speaking for his community and land, 
not himself – always bringing everything back 
to the land, and the fact that everything starts 
with it. While Richard is a natural talker and 
storyteller; he is not excessively assertive, but it 
is nearly impossible not to notice everything he 
says. While sitting around in the kitchen, eating 
breakfast, he would be telling us stories about his 
many travels through the outback, showing us 
photos on his laptop, talking about the land with 
absolute tenderness and adoration.

When we arrived at the walk-off camp we had a 
cup of tea and then got straight into helping lay 
the last bit of concrete for the slab that would 
see the first house of the community built on it. 
There were around thirty residents in the walk-off 
camp, mostly sleeping under make-shift shelters, 
roof frames with leafy branches and blankets laid 
across them for sun protection. We were hoping 
to be able to spend our weekend at the walk-off 
camp helping build the house, but it seemed there 
was only the last quarter of the slab to finish, 
and then there would be a waiting game for the 
house materials to be trucked up from Adelaide. 
But we – a few male union activists, some radical 
female German backpackers, young men from 
the community, and us three housemates from 
Alice Springs – teamed up, took turns mixing 
and carting the concrete (pictured below), and 
got the slab finished before our first morning was 
over. There was much celebration, water fights 
and photos taken of the slab and the group that 
had made it happen. The concrete mixer we had 
carried on the back of the ute from Alice didn’t 
end up being needed, it seemed like all our serious 
attempts to contribute towards the house building 
were redundant. So instead we settled into long 
talks over cups of tea or juice in the kitchen, or 
lazing under our mosquito nets under Mulga trees 
to escape the heavy heat. 

The following day Richard decided he wanted to 
take us out to some waterholes, so we followed 
his vehicle laden with the radical Germans, in 
our vehicle still carrying the cement mixer, to a 
destination that we were assured was only 80km 
down the road. Driving north from Ampilatwatja 
to the Davenport Ranges National Park we honed 
our skills at spotting bushfoods and wildflowers 
from the car – there was loads of Bush Yams (large 
sweet potato-style yams) in flower, and the land 
was looking green and vibrant after the big rains a 
month or so earlier. The Mulga’s, washed of their 
dust, looked plump and luxuriant. The red earth, 
still ever-present, shimmered off into the vast 
distance.

Issue 5 : Autumn 2010 : [26]



We began getting a little worried when we turned 
off into the Davenport Ranges National Park and 
the road suddenly became a pretty serious 4WD 
track. Being in a 4WD ute we shouldn’t have need 
worry, but the cement mixer in the back started 
shifting and shuffling around, clanking, and 
making loud banging sounds every time we came 
across a big ditch or large rocks on the track. I was 
tense and terrified that at any point it was going 
to fall off the back. At one point we were basically 
driving along a flowing river bed, the water up to 
our doors, and we couldn’t help but laugh at the 
fact that we were taking a cement mixer where no 
one had taken one before. 

By this point, we had already been driving for 
hours and most definitely for longer than 80km. 
There was a strong sense that we were driving 
into incredibly remote territory. There was an old 
Aboriginal stockman living further up the road, one 
of Richard’s friends, and despite the remoteness 
and population of one small family, the Federal 
Government had still decided to travel ridiculous 
lengths to put up one of their massive $75,000 each 
NT Intervention signs warning of severe financial 
penalties for bringing alcohol or pornography onto 
that land. The absurdities were stacking up, and 
we had to travel back to Alice Springs that same 
night so we could all get back to work on Monday 
morning. The longer we followed Richard to the 
elusive waterholes, the more dreadful our already 
long journey home would be. 

Finally we reached a waterhole and had a beautiful 
swim, with fish nibbling our toes and Kingfishers 
swooping for their catch, we soaked the tensions 
and worries away. For the German’s it was so 
much more, they had been working on building 
the protest house for over a week, dealing with 
the intense heat, the incessant flies, and the lack 
of decent bathing. Richard promised us that there 
was another really nice waterhole just around the 
corner. Me and my housemates gave each other 
wary looks, could we trust that it was just around 
the corner? How hellish was the drive home really 
going to be? We gave in, we had traveled all this 
way so far, and felt like we had earned more than 
one waterhole. 

So we drove on, and on…and on. The next 
waterhole took us more than an hour to get to. The 
cement mixer seemed to be making more and more 
noises, the track was getting worse and worse. 
But, oh, when we reached the next waterhole, it 
was well worth it. It was more like a river, with 
a very tempting rock face for jumping off, until 
it was discovered that the rocks would scald the 
soles of your feet off if they were stood on for even 
a second. We lounged in the water, while Richard 
had a snooze on the bank, and then we lit a small 
fire, boiled the billy and had some lunch. It was 
a beautiful way to end our first encounter with 
Ampilatwatja and the walk-off campaign.  
by Lilia Letsch

Info: interventionwalkoff.wordpress.com

Image: Davenport Ranges National Park

Tennant Creek
The drive from Mpartnwe/Alice Springs to Tennant 
Creek is a good reminder of what it means to 
be living in the Territory. It’s long, pretty much 
straight, littered with blown-out tires and beautiful 
landscapes and you pass through some roadside 
stops that highlight the good, the bad and the 
absurd of the NT. This past Good Friday I took the 
drive up the road with a couple of friends to attend 
a rally against the nomination of Muckaty Station, 
located 120km north of Tennant Creek, as the 
Federal Government’s site for a radioactive waste 
dump. 

Along the way we passed through Aileron, where 
there were truckloads of horses turning off the 
highway for the Aileron Easter rodeo. We filled up 
at Ti-Tree, a small community of around 800 people 
that was practically empty, most of its residents 
probably down at the rodeo or in Alice for the footy. 
We drove past the turnoff for Coniston, the site of 
a massacre of Anmateyre, Warlpiri and Katyeyte 
families by white Centralians. We pulled into 
Barrow Creek where racism still runs rampant 
with the unspoken rule that Aboriginals from the 
neighbouring communities are not allowed into 
the building and served food from a small, green, 
wooden window marked ‘staff’.

We drove on, visiting Wycliffe Well – the alien 
capital of Australia – where we learned that one 
possibility of the sighting of UFOs in the district is 
due to light shining off the wings of the Barn Owl. 
We stopped at the Devils’ Marbles, a series of rocks
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that look like, well, marbles, to watch the sunset. 
We then drove onto Tennant arriving at night were 
we camped at a horse centre just out of town that 
teaches local teenage Aboriginal boys how to be 
stockmen.

The next morning we went to the rally. We met 
outside the Northern Land Council (NLC) building 
and after a welcome and a few words from Muckaty 
Traditional owner Diane Stokes, the 250-strong 
contingent of Traditional Owners, Tennant and 
Territory residents, nuclear-free campaigners from 
around the country, children and dogs marched 
down the main street shouting slogans ‘no dump at 
Muckaty’ and ‘don’t dump on the NT’.

We marched down to Peko Park, a park fronting 
onto the main street, where we sat and listened to 
speeches from Traditional Owners speaking out 
against the nomination of the site by the NLC. 

They spoke of their fear of the land being poisoned 
and that same poison spreading throughout the 
neighbouring lands, animals and plants.

We were told that the Federal Department of 
Resources informed a hearing in Canberra that 
after the construction of the waste dump, there 
would only be six full-time jobs created at Muckaty. 
We were told that when Mark Lane, a Traditional 
Owner from Muckaty, invited the NLC to attend 
and address the rally and explain how Muckaty 
came to be nominated, the answer from the NLC 
chair, Kim Hill, was: only for Christ’s second 
coming would they be in Tennant – this from an 

organisation that is statutorily obliged to listen to 
and represent the concerns of Traditional Owners.

We then sat and listened to Mark Lane talk about 
the toxic waste poisoning the land and the two 
sacred men’s sites around the area. ‘The land is 
here and here’ he said, pointing to his head and his 
heart.

After the speeches, some of the women Traditional 
Owners danced a challenge dance. They danced 
proudly, strongly, feet gliding across the stage, 
arms raised, faces smiling. Watching them you 
sensed the tenderness among them, the sense of 
belonging. They were together, sharing their land, 
their stories, with an audience of supporters. 

It was a reminder of what it means to keep the 
land in the heart and mind. It was a reminder that 
black and white can unite and together ensure the 
protection of land. 
by Scott Foyster

This piece originally appeared on the overland blog as 
This land is in our hearts and minds. more info on the 
campaign to stop the waste dump in the NT can be 
found at:
beyondnuclearinitiative.wordpress.com
A video of Traditional owners from Muckaty talking 
at a forum in Melbourne can be found at http://
vagmag.org/archives/1670 
Image: Muckaty Traditional Owners and supporters rallying at 
Peko Park, Tennant Creek
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Jobs, jobs, jobs. The bells ring hollow. Jobs, jobs, 
jobs. There is no echo. Jobs, jobs,jobs. The words 

form on the lips but no sound is heard. Jobs, Jobs, 
Jobs.

Much has been written about the NTER 
Intervention since it first came into place in 
2007. Reports have been filed, reviews have been 
undertaken. The Government PR machine has 
been going overboard to produce media that sounds 
good. In amongst all of this though something has 
been missing and that is the creation of jobs out in 
communities across the NT.

As part of the Intervention to enslave people in 
communities onto the basic card the Howard 
Government suspended the Community 
Development Employment Program. A program 
that saw people in communities paid to be rangers, 
to clean up garbage and the likes: jobs that meant 
people living on communities were working for top 
up wages on their land.

Although the Rudd Government has ‘reinstated 
CDEP’ it is not the same program as it was before 
the Intervention. In fact CDEP at the moment is 
essentially work for the dole with CDEP workers 
made to work for the money on their Basics Cards, 
with signs being put up at community stores 
across remote communities in the NT saying that 
if specific people do not turn up for work then they 
will not get their money on their Basics Card. That 
their quarantined money will be taken away from 
them.

Which if there were actual jobs being created out 
in communities you could maybe understand, but 
there isn’t.  There’s plenty of talk, but when

 (image: notice posted at community store in   
 Ampilatwatja naming people who need attend  
 work for Basics Card payments)

it comes to actual jobs there are barely any to 
be seen. Out in Amplitawatja one of the CDEP 
workers was told that he would have to go on work 
for the dole for a 12 month period before Centrelink 
would be able to even begin looking for work for 
him. And yet at Amplitawatja the Barkly Shire 
Council is paying for independent contractors to 
come out from Tennant Creek to whipper snip the 
grass, jobs that CDEP workers in the communities 
could be doing, and have been doing in the past.

The story is the same across most of the Territory. 
Aboriginal people living in their communities, 
living on their land, are forced into working for the 
dole whilst contractors from off the land are getting 
paid to work in these very same communities. 
In Barunga and Beswick- just east of Katherine- 
contractors come from Katherine to do the work 
that people in the community used to do. Out 
in Lajamanu one of the community members is 
working 6 hours a day on a building site, all his 
wages being paid onto his Basics Card as those 
whitefella contractors around him get paid a 
proper days work.

And it’s the same in the Shire Council offices too, 
with two sisters in Beswick informing us that one 
gets paid on her Basics Card whilst the other gets 
paid full wages for doing essentially the same job. 
It is a system that provides a cheap labour force, 
providing below-the-poverty-line wages.

As many in communities are saying, it’s like 
the ration days of old. The green Basics Card 
and the supermarket queues are now the ration 
shed. Those old fighters who toiled on the lands 
and fought to get it back and create jobs on their 
communities are now seeing these jobs being taken 
away. They are seeing their younger generations 
moving into towns to look for jobs, moving away 
from their lands and their culture. 

Is the NTER Intervention providing jobs?



Here in Australia we have so much going for us. We’re 
still the lucky country. Here people are serious 

about freedom and peace. It’s easy to forget the context 
we live in – the global situation. And it is easy to live 
unawares of the significance of the times we are in. We 
live in the midst of empire.
In terms of military power, in terms of resources, 
and in terms of believing the myths, Australia is the 
main outpost in the region for the most powerful and 
destructive empire the world has ever seen, the United 
States.
Our significance is often underestimated, but our 
support is a very real part of maintaining and expanding 
the grip of the empire. As well as sending troops to kill 
and die in US wars, we host two American satellite spy 
bases; Pine Gap near Alice Springs, and Geraldton in 
WA.
The US also owns our newest Air Force bombing range 
at Bradshaw near Darwin, which opened in June last 
year.
Every two years we host a military training exercise 
where 15000 – 20000 American troops and a number 
of ships come to train with our troops and our Federal 
Police intensively for three weeks, all around Australia.
Brisbane hosts the offices of a number of US defence 
contractors, including Boeing, a manufacturer of 
military aircraft; Halliburton, who build and maintain 
military infrastructure; and in June last year Insitu 
Pacific set up shop to sell UAV’s – the unmanned drones 
that are used more and more for front line targeting 
information. Samsung is also working with Raytheon to 
make artillery vehicles in Korea.

In July 2007, the ANZ provided US$37.5 million in a 
five-year revolving credit facility to US cluster munition 
manufacturer Lockheed Martin. Cluster bombs contain 
hundreds of small bomblets that break open in mid-air, 
releasing over a wide area. Often they do not explode 
on impact, acting as small mines and leaving the area 
unsafe for decades. Their victims are often children. 
Australia is a signituary to the Convention on Cluster 
Munitions which seeks to ban their manufacture, trade 
and use.

Lockheed Martin is planning to expand its business 
in Australia over the next few years to triple both the 
number of people it employs and its in-country revenues. 
Lockheed Martin Australia’s CEO Paul Johnson said the 
company has decided to invest in Australia because it 
is politically stable, economically sound and is “serious 
about defence”.
Lockheed Martin is leading the program to develop new 
F-35 Lightning II, Joint Strike Fighter multi-role war 
planes.
Last November, Australian company Quickstep 
Holdings signed a contract with Lockheed Martin and 
Northrop Grumman to manufacture components for 
the Joint Strike Fighter. At their facilities south of  
Perth they will make parts including lower side skins, 
maintenance access panels, F2 fuel tank cover, lower 
skin and in-board weapons bay doors. These components 
will be shipped to the US, and final assembly will take 
place in Texas.
Adelaide based manufacturer, Levett Engineering has 
secured a contract with Lockheed Martin to supply 
machined components for the Joint Strike Fighter. 
Levett’s contract will see them supplying complex 
titanium and aluminium airframe components from 
2010 through to 2016.

In October 2009, an Adelaide high 
school accepted a $500,000 deal to 
co-develop their curriculum with 
Raytheon. Raytheon are the worlds 
largest manufacturer of guided 
missiles, and they also make cluster 
bombs.

If the contracts go ahead, local industry could produce 
up to 800 complete sets of vertical tails for the JSF, as 
well as fuselage composite components. Melbourne-
based Marand Precision Engineering would lead the JSF 
vertical tail effort in Australia.
So far 25 Australian companies have won more than 
$220m in work on the JSF program. These contracts 
include work on the design and production of test 
aircraft as well as support equipment for the JSF 
program.
There are at least two companies in Brisbane that 
are presently manufacturing fighter jet components 
for export to the US. Ferra Engineering and Heat 
Treatment Australia make parts for the Joint Strike 
Fighter project, including structural, weapons 
bay, weapon adapters, airframe, wing, and missile 
components. Ferra Engineering also make renewable 
energy components for wind generators and solar panel 
frames. 
Lockheed Martins plans to make the Joint Strike 
Fighter war planes that are in progress, despite some 
issues with the price estimates of the planes. The 
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program has been running six months behind schedule. 
Australia may delay purchase of the fighter jets by up 
to two years. The general in charge of the program was 
fired in Febuary 2010, and $614 million in fees may be 
withheld from Lockheed Martin. Northrop Grumman 
has been making center fuselages for low rate initial 
production – and the plan is to make 138 new warplanes 
for the UK in this initial stage. Full production may 
begin in 2014. Asian countries, including Singapore, 
Korea and Japan, have shown significant interest in 
purchasing the fighter jets.

In early February 2010 the first F135 engine was put 
on show at the Singapore Air Show, after already more 
than 13000 hours of testing. 
Meanwhile, the war in Afghanistan and Pakistan 
continues, with 1000 Australian troops rotating through 
Brisbane’s Gallipoli barracks in January 2010 for 
deployment. And the needless suffering of the civilians 
of these areas continues. 
A video has just been leaked from the US military 
through wikileaks.org. The video, filmed from the 
gunsight of an Apache helicopter, shows the slaying 
of a dozen people in New Baghdad, Iraq in 2007. A 
group, including two Reuters news staff, are shot by 
the helicopters’ gunners. The helicopter circles and 
then shoots at people in a van who come to pick up the 
bodies. Two children in the van are injured. A segment 
of the video was shown on ABC’s Hungry Beast. The 
Apache helicopters used by the US are armed with 
Hellfire missiles and machine guns like our own Tiger 
helicopters.
In Brisbane, Asia Pacific Aerospace repair and overhaul 
military aircraft engines for the ADF. Australian 
Aerospace has been assembling MRH90 and Tiger 
helicopters in Brisbane. The MRH is a troop transport 
helicopter, and the Tiger is an attack helicopter armed 
with stand-off missiles that can defeat armoured 
vehicles. A typical Tiger configuration is armed with up 
to 52 rockets of 70mm, up to 8 Hellfire missiles, and a 
30mm turreted gun with up to 450 rounds.
Australian Aerospace also signed a contract with 
Nexter Systems last year for maintenance of the Tiger 
helicopters Turreted Gun System.
South Australia is Australia’s “Defence State”. With 
over 24,000 employed in SA’s defence sector in 2007, and 
more than five times Australia’s average employment 
growth rate, strong growth is expected to continue. 
SA State Government works closely with the defence 

industry and local education and training institutions, 
and invests heavily to get people into the defence 
industry.
In October 2009, an Adelaide high school accepted 
a $500,000 deal to co-develop their curriculum 
with Raytheon. Raytheon are the worlds largest 
manufacturer of guided missiles, and they also make 
cluster bombs. Last year their Brisbane office was 
the target of protests, including exorcism rites and an 
occupation of the buildings lifts.
In January 2010, the $120 million upgrade to ASC’s 
shipyard, at Osborne, South  Australia, was completed 
and officially opened. The shipyard is intended to be 
used for construction and consolidation for the $8 
billion Hobart Class Air Warfare Destroyer Program. 
SA Premier Mike Rann, and Australian Prime Minister 
Kevin Rudd attended the official opening, along with key 
Defence Ministers.

Last year saw Barack Obama 
win the Nobel Peace Prize as the 
US sent 30,000 more troops to 
Afghanistan.

ASC is working with the DMO  and also with Raytheon 
Australia on the Air Warfare Destroyer (AWD) Project. 
Three AWD’s will be built between 2013 and 2016. 
The project is expected to create around 3000 jobs and 
generate around $1.4 billion for SA’s economy over the 
next decade.
Last year saw Barack Obama win the Nobel Peace 
Prize as the US sent 30,000 more troops to Afghanistan. 
Despite promises made by Mr. Obama, Guantanamo 
Bay remains open, detaining and abusing men whose 
rights as human beings are long forgotten in the age of 
paranoia. 
In October last year the USS Blue Ridge, the flagship of 
the US Navy’s 7th fleet, came to visit Cairns . The USS 
Blue Ridge is responsible for command, control and 
communication for US Navy vessels in East Asia and the 
Western Pacific.
A single man braved sharks, crocodiles and his own 
health issues to swim out into Trinity Inlet and get in 
the way of the warship as it came in to dock. He was 
able to hold up the ship for around ten minutes. He 
spoke about his actions to police, court staff and to the 
media, and he recorded a fine video about the action and 
the issues with the U.S. led wars, which can be found 
on youtube. (look up “bryan law blue ridge”) The next 
day the news came through that the US was deploying 
13,000 more troops to Afghanistan . Bryan was fined 
$500 by the court.
A year after the third occupation of Raytheon’s office in 
Derry, Ireland, by anti-war activists, Raytheon finally 
announced that it would close it’s plant in February 
2010. The occupations include the action where nine 
men were acquitted of criminal damage at the office.
In Dec 2008 and Jan 2009, more than 1400 Palestinians, 
including more than 400 children, were killed by 
Israeli forces. During the bombardment, six people 
in the UK broke into the factory of Brighton-based 
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arms manufacturer, EDO MBM, and did some serious 
damage. EDO MBM make and supply components for 
Paveway munitions, and bomb release clips for F15 and 
F16 fighter aircraft to the Israeli Military.
The six decommissioners and three supporters have 
been charged with criminal damage and conspiracy 
charges. One man, Elijah ‘James’ Smith, has been in jail 
on remand since the action, more than a year now, and 
will probably be detained until the trial beginning 17th 
May 2010. One easy way to support is to write to James 
while he is in prison - it makes a big difference for him. 
He gets moved to different prisons now and then - so 
look up decommissioners.co.uk for his address.
In November 2009, tens of thousands of people gathered 
outside the gates of Fort Benning in Georgia, home of 

the School of the Americas, a US Army training school 
for Latin American soldiers. (In 1996, SoA training 
manuals were released that advocated torture, extortion 
and execution). While people stood vigil in memory of 
the institution’s victims, four humans rights advocates, 
aged 61 to 77, chose to take their protest peacefully 
across the line into the base.
In January 2010, three of the group were given 
maximum sentences of 6 months in federal prison. More 
info: www.soaw.org  One of the prison sentences began 
immediately, and letters of support may be sent to: 
 Fr. Louie Vitale,  c/o The Resister 
 PO Box 43383 ,Tucson , AZ 85733, USA 
The fourth is at large with an arrest warrant after 
refusing to return for the trial. The effects of these 
actions go far beyond the specifics and direct outcomes. 
What impact do such actions have if you look at the 
ongoing effects, and the effects on wider society? Surely 
many people are inspired. But the arms industry 
continues to make a few people rich while destroying the 
lives of so many. Openly and nonviolently challenging 
the powers on a moral level is very powerful, and it is 
with ideas and dreams, as well as the hammer, that the 
machinery of force and violence will be overcome. Right 
now in the US there are soldiers who are refusing to 
deploy. 
Check out: www.courage to resist.org. 
For Australian war resistance within the ranks, check 
out stand-fast.webs.com

Three peace activists walked free (DATE??) even 
though they admitted breaking into an New Zealand 

Government spybase near Blenheim and slashing an 
inflatable plastic dome covering a satellite dish.

A jury in Wellington District Court took only two hours 
to find schoolteacher and part-time farmer Adrian Lea-
son, Dominican friar Peter Murnane, and farmer Sam 
Land not guilty of all charges against them.

The men were each charged with two charges of wilful 
damage and one of burglary, after they were arrested at 
the Waihopai facility, operated by the Government Com-
munications Security Bureau (GCSB) in April 2008.

The trio readily admitted attacking the base, but said 
they were driven by a belief that the satellite caused hu-
man suffering and their actions to shut it down, if only 
temporarily, were lawful.

Peter Murnane, who represented himself throughout 
the trial, said the action taken by the group had been 
successful.

“We wanted, in going into Waihopai, to challenge these 
warfaring behaviours and I think we have done this,” he 
said.

“We have shown New Zealanders there is a US spy base 
in our midst.”

Australian non-violence activist Bryan Law, who had 
come across the Tasman to support and blog about the 
trial, said the jury’s decision accorded with those made 
by other jurors in similar cases in other countries.

“Of all of the millions of people that marched in 2003 (to 

protest the Iraq War), had only 1 percent of them taken 
this sort of action, the war would not have been possible.

“We don’t need to be saved by the politicians - we can 
save ourselves.

The Green Party’s foreign affairs spokesman, Keith 
Locke, said the acquittal was a victory for the peace 
movement.

“The jury seems to have recognised that the genuine 
intention of the three men was to advance the cause of 
peace,” Mr Locke said.

“I hope that the not guilty verdict will help break down 
the blanket of secrecy that successive governments have 
imposed around the operations of the base, and its true 
purpose.”

Mr Locke said evidence presented at the trial, includ-
ing from former British agent Katharine Gun, showed 
that the spy base was collecting intelligence to help the 
United States government.

“This included intelligence to help the United States 
prosecute the Iraq war, even though the New Zealand 
Government was opposed to that war,” he said.

Waihopai peace activists walk free
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At a time when much of Germany celebrates the fall of the 
Berlin Wall and the reunification of the two Germanys, 
Flüchtlingsrat Leipzig is drawing parallels between 
the landmine situation on the German-German border 
back then, and the current EU-non-EU border between 
Greece and Turkey, today.

Since 1989 there have been more than twice as many 
deaths on the border between the Greek mainland 

and Turkey alone than there were on the German-
German border in total. However this current issue 
does not seem to receive as much attention as past 
events, which are in hindsight acknowledged as being 
in contravention of both the European Convention and 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

This modern-day ‘Death Strip’ still consists of more than 
a million landmines and was officially responsible for 
253 deaths, as well as an unknown number of injuries, 
from 2003 to 2006 alone. According to the Landmine 
Monitor, casualties were not recorded in 2007 in Greece; 
however 28 deaths and 73 injuries were recorded in 
Turkey in the same year. It’s a convenient method for 
Greek authorities to try to prevent immigrants from 
entering Greek territory in the first instance, which 
when used in conjunction with the many other official 
and unofficial procedures in place, helps create a much 
more impenetrable Fortress Europe.

This modern-day ‘Death Strip’ still 
consists of more than a million 
landmines and was officially 
responsible for 253 deaths, as well 
as an unknown number of injuries, 
from 2003 to 2006 alone
This situation relates to Germany today since both 
countries are EU members, and under the Dublin II 
Regulation, Germany is responsible for sending asylum 
seekers back to the first EU member state they set foot 
on. That state is often Greece. Further to this, Germany 
was one of the two major suppliers of landmines to 
Greece in the past – landmines that are yet to be 
cleared.

Since May 2009, the Greek Ministry of Defence (MoD) 
has been reportedly sending most of its 1.6 million 
remaining mines to a destruction facility in Bulgaria, 
where they were supposed to be destroyed before the

March 2008 deadline. Under the Ottawa or Mine Ban 
Treaty, the state will officially be allowed to retain 7,224 
mines “for training purposes”. It is however doubtful 
whether all landmines have already been identified and 
located, since the process of pinpointing minefields has 
been hindered by a lack of documentation and willpower. 
This, combined with natural events such as floods, which 
have moved the mines from their original locations to 
positions that are no longer marked as dangerous or 
fenced off, means migrants crossing into Greek territory 
at night continue to be injured or die unnecessarily. 
Many also become casualties because they are led to 
the border along the River Evros at night and then 
instructed to ignore any mine fences and markings and 
walk into the Hellenic territory. Sometimes they are 
even aided in cutting the wire and led into minefields.

There is also conflicting information about whether the 
de-mining that has occurred so far has been mainly 
on the border areas to the north and north-west of 
Greece, or on the Turkish border to the east. Further 
to this, the figures quoted by the Greek authorities at 
various international Ottawa Convention gatherings 
tend to vary in ways that contradict each other, thus 
undermining their credibility. What is known, though, 
is that the majority of landmine casualties continue 
to occur at the border between Greece and Turkey.
By declaring the section covering “areas suspected 
to contain mines” in its annual Article 7 reports 
“void”, Greece further undermines the credibility 
of its commitment to fulfilling the Ottawa Treaty 
requirements. What is clear is that there is no credible 
estimate of the number of antipersonnel mines in 
Greece and therefore no true indication of the scope and 
achievability of the demining targets.

Thomas Hammarberg, the Council of Europe 
Commissioner for Human Rights, has stated that not 
only is Greece obliged to complete the clearance of the 
mined areas and to effectively protect migrants’ physical 
security, but “the authorities must also provide a prompt 
and generous assistance to all mine victims, especially 
migrants”.

Keeping irregular migrants out by 
military means is a way of waging 
war against unarmed civilians. 
Leaving them to bleed to death in 
minefields or secretly depositing 
them on the other side of the 
Turkish border to an unknown fate, 
serves as a warning to others who 
wish to enter the EU.
Because of their status as asylum seekers or irregular 
migrants, the care that victims deserve often takes a 
back seat to their criminalisation by the state, which 
only wishes to expel them or better, leave them to die 
from their injuries. According to landmine expert, 
Louisa O’Brien:

There is no ‘care, rehabilitation or social and 
economic reintegration’ after (survivors) leave 
hospital, no prosthetic limbs, no psychological 
counselling for their trauma, no way to earn a living 
and their legal status is precarious.

Get Rid of the Death Strip on the EU Border
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While the MoD and the Ministry of Health and Social 
Solidarity are jointly responsible for ensuring the rights 
of mine survivors, the reality on the ground is different. 
Care and support is provided by doctors at the two main 
hospitals in the Evros border area of Didymoteichon and 
Alexandroupolis, as well as lawyers and other activists 
and advocates on an individual basis. In an interview 
conducted in September, Landmine Monitor researcher, 
Louisa O’Brien, confirmed that all medical departments 
and hospitals had been sent a newsletter informing 
them that medical treatment is free to mine survivors, 
but that no survivor has been treated in this way for 
free. 

Apart from this failure of the Greek national 
government to inform medical staff about their 
obligation to provide free treatment, there is also a hefty 
dose of lip service being paid by EU officials, who are 
failing to put their money where their mouth is. In a 
speech given to the European Parliament in 2005, the 
European Commissioner for External Relations and 
European Neighbourhood Policy quoted the following 
very impressive funding figures for the Mine Action 
Strategy of 2005-2007:

Our Strategy is supported by a budget of 140 million 
Euros. ...This money is well spent, not just for 
marking, clearing and destroying mines, but also, 
to alleviate the suffering of the victims, aid their 
socio-economic reintegration, and to enhance local 
and regional capacity. This shows that Europe’s 
foreign policy is at its best when it uses all its broad 
instruments to promote human security.

However, none of this money has since been put 
into assisting landmine victims in Greece, with the 
ICBL (International Campaign to Ban Landmines) 

receiving only between 12,000 € and 17,000 € a year 
from the Greek national government to use as it sees 
fit. One mine survivor had to wait 11 years for his first 
prosthesis (which does nothing to address his other 
medical, psychological and social needs), while a ‘lucky’ 
few survivors with “humanitarian refugee status” have 
received a disability pension of approximately 270 € 
every two months as of July 2009.

Keeping irregular migrants out by military means 
is a way of waging war against unarmed civilians. 
Leaving them to bleed to death in minefields or secretly 
depositing them on the other side of the Turkish border 
to an unknown fate, serves as a warning to others 
who wish to enter the EU. And denying them access 
to proper disability support and services once they fall 
victim to landmines is the denial of basic human rights. 
Twenty years after the Berlin Wall came down, we must 
continue to break down all barriers that impinge on 
basic human rights. 

by Emily Lebetzis in conjunction with Flüchtlingsrat 
Leipzig

Further reading: 
- www.proasyl.de/fileadmin/fm-dam/q_   
PUBLIKATIONEN/Beschwerde_gegen_
Griechenland_10.11.2009.pdf 
- Louisa O’Brien, Purging Greece of land mine 
scourge, www.ekathimerini.com 
- www.icbl.org 
- omadadikigorwnenglish.blogspot.com 
- athens.indymedia.org/front.
php3?lang=en&article_id=358388

More information at: www.fluechtlingsrat-lpz.org
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Arizona state lawmakers have approved what’s 
being described as the harshest anti-immigrant 

measure in the country. Arizona Senate Bill 1070 
was signed into law by governor Jan Brewer on 
April 23, 2010. It is the broadest and strictest 
anti-illegal immigration measure in decades. 
The bill would give an unprecedented amount of 
immigration enforcement power to local police 
officers. Immigrant rights and civil liberties groups 
in the state have vowed to challenge the new bill, 
warning that it will only increase racial profiling. 

The bill makes it a misdemeanour state crime 
for an ‘alien’ to be in Arizona without carrying 
legal documents, steps up state and local law 
enforcement of Federal immigration laws, and 
cracks down on those sheltering, hiring and 
transporting illegal immigrants. The Bill has 
created a new crime – if  you’re undocumented 
in the state, you would be guilty of a trespass. 
It criminalizes day workers, day labor workers, 
whether you’re trying to hire somebody or whether 
they’re trying to be hired.

There have been protests in opposition to the law 
in many U.S. cities, including calls for boycotts of 
Arizona. On March 21st over 500,000 people rallied 
in Washington DC for immigrant rights, in the 
biggest protest since Obama’s inauguration.

Since the Bill was passed, federal law enforcement 
agencies mounted a massive operation across 
Arizona, targeting van operators allegedly involved 
in smuggling undocumented migrants from Mexico. 
Nearly fifty people were arrested, and more than 

800 federal agents were involved in the bust, that 
the Immigration and Customs Enforcement agency 
is touting as its largest-ever human smuggling 
case. Over 50 percent of all Mexico-U.S. border 
crossings occur through Arizona.

Mexico-U.S. borders news



August to late December 2009, one year after 
the social uprising of December 2008 I lived 

in Greece, attending assemblies, meetings, 
occupations, demonstrations and action on the 
streets alongside Greek friends and sydrofi*. 

This article is a reflection on the movement in 
Greece in the after math of the December 2008 
revolt, illustrated by some of my experience of some 
significant events that occurred during my time 
in Greece and the observations and insights of the 
anarchist comrades around me.

It’s also a look at the new social engineering 
strategies the Greek state is employing in response 
to the December uprising and the escalation of 
struggle it signaled. 

This is mostly an overview of events as I prefer 
to leave the in depth analysis of the situation in 
Greece to sydrofi who more permanently live and 
fight the struggle in the context of Greece. For that 
reason you can find links and further resources 
from Greek syndrofi sources at the end of this 
article.

On the strength of the ongoing struggle  
in Greece
By now it’s well known that on the night of the 6th 
of December 2008 a cop sauntered down Exarheia’s 
Messologiou street, in Athens, Greece and shot a 
teenager by the name of Alexandros Grigoropoulos 
in the heart. As well known as the aftermath, when

Athens and scores of other Greek cities burned 
literally and metaphorically in furious response – 
in rage, in solidarity and in resistance. 

The insurgency was not forgotten 
however, not quelled, and it 
remains a very real political 
presence in the form of a still 
smoldering social war
On the surface it appeared that the uprising of 
December 2008 began to quell within a few weeks 
as people slowly moved off the streets and back 
into the relative seclusion of private space, back 
into their individual homes and workplaces, as the 
cities ceased to burn at the volume and intensity 
that they had during those weeks in December. 

The insurgency was not forgotten however, not 
quelled, and it remains a very real political 
presence in the form of a still smoldering social 
war; in the newly inspired action of striking 
workers, such as boss kidnappings, an upsurge 
in self organization, grassroots syndicalism 
and the occupation of workplaces; in a militant 
consciousness and the struggle experience gained 
by high school students which informs continuing 
occupations and attempts to take over and self 
organize their own education/schools; in the actions 
of  pensioners who recently took to the streets to 
riot in response to the sacrifice of their income 
through new pension reforms; the proliferation of 
new urban guerilla groups and in the unceasing 
daily and nightly acts of resistance – the 
occupations, demonstrations, assemblies, attacks 
on police, police stations, parliament, ministries, 
politicians residences, banks, corporate shops, 
media offices, PASOK and New Democracy (the 
two largest political parties) offices and on fascist 
organizations.

And then of course there is the huge increase 
in grassroots directly democratic popular local 
assemblies; the numerous liberated self organized 
parks transforming Athenian concrete into 
community gardens; and the increase of liberated 
spaces, with new buildings being squatted as bases 
of struggle all over Greece. Insurgent struggle 
and revolutionary activity continues to grow and 
strengthen beyond the revolt, no matter how hard 
the corporate media try to paint it as a flash in the 
pan of spectacular activity, a glitch in normality.

* Syndrofi = companiera/comrades (as I politically 
identify with anarchism generally I’m referring 
to anarchists, insurgents and revolutionary anti-
authoritarians). 
**I will use the word movement to refer to the anarchist 
‘movement’ within the larger revolutionary movement 
in Greece as it makes more sense in English. However 
in Greece the anarchist movement is referred to by those 
within it as the space  (horo) and the wider revolutionary 
movement that it is part of is known as the movement 
(kinima).
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And although no one uprising can bring about 
the changes that those of us struggling for social 
change desire, it’s clear from talking to people 
who participated in the revolt that it can go a long 
way towards giving us a taste of what we are all 
fighting for. December 2008 is a strong source 
of strength and empowerment for many people, 
lived proof that achieving what we struggle for is 
possible. The revolt has and continues to inspire 
the revolutionary movement and many elements of 
Greek society in their struggles. 

It also seems apparent that the traditional split in 
Greek society present during the civil war and the 
struggle for and against fascism, nazism and the 
dictatorships, has become a naked gash cleaving 
the society into two camps. And those inhabiting 
the more radical camp form a broad popular 
support for these increasing acts of struggle

Among the wider changes to the movement and the 
socio-political climate, other subtler but still really 
important changes have occurred since I was last 
in Greece in July 2008 prior to the revolt. Talking 
to anarchist friends in Athens and Thessaloniki it 
seems that December sparked a small revolution 
within the struggle itself in that feminist and 
queer/trans ideas have become increasingly 
discussed, expressed and embraced.

The visible and active role of groups and 
publications such as ‘Flesh Machine’ and ‘girls in 
revolt’ both during and after the uprising have 
played a large role in strengthening the connection 
between ideas on bodies, gender, sexuality and 
anarchist insurrectionist ideas.

When asking syndrofi in Greece about the presence 
of feminist and queer activity during July-August 
2008 the answer was ‘not much is going on’. One 
year later, I frequently attended large gender 
assemblies, film screenings and well attended 
discussion nights on gender and trans politics. A 
movement that one year prior had only a few small, 
short lived groups fighting to spark a conversation 
within the larger anarchist movement is now 
seriously engaging with these ideas.

“First we’ll go for the migrants, 
then for the anarchists”
The minister for public order,  June ‘09
In the 16 months that have passed since December 
the Greek state has increased its counter-
insurgency arsenal to embrace techniques popular 
with liberal democratic western states to try and 
contain, neutralize and attack the revolutionary 
movement and to openly and explicitly attack 
anarchists, declaring they are engaged in “a 
low intensity civil war against the anarchists” 
(Minister for Public Order October 2009).

These techniques surpass the usual arsenal of 
physical repression, media and state propaganda 
and arrests popular with the Greek state. They 
are the techniques of social engineering common 

to anarchists and activists in the west but 
until recently rare in Greece as a wide spread 
mechanism of social control. These techniques 
include a massive increase in surveillance and 
intelligence gathering on revolutionaries, the 
implementation of liberal democratic rhetoric and 
much more of a focus on psychologically attacking 
and socially isolating revolutionaries.

Although the movement is quickly adapting to 
meet these new challenges, they appeared as 
shocking to a movement more use to the state 
working in conjunction with knife wielding fascists 
then the manipulative social engineering strategies 
and social control mechanisms we are use to.

No doubt much of this abrupt change in strategy 
can be attributed to the ongoing training in 
counter-insurgency, social repression and “counter” 
terrorism the Greek state has received from the 
CIA, Scotland Yard and some European states 
since December 2008. Scotland Yard arrived in 
March of 2009 in order to guide the restructuring 
of Greece’s ‘counter-terrorism’ unit. The CIA also 
re-visited shortly after the election of PASOK to 
government (the CIA also came just after December 
2008) in order to train the state and advise in 
the purchase and use of a new two million euro 
integrated intelligence software system, the state 
claims as responsible for the arrests in relation to 
the Conspiracy of Cells of Fire case. 

When I first arrived in Athens, July 2009 it 
was just before the election of the ‘socialist’ 
PASOK government who consciously sought to 
psychologically and socially estrange the movement 
from its social, political and intellectual affinities. 

In the words of the new minister for Public Order, 
renamed the minister for ‘Citizen Protection’ in a 
classic example of doublespeak, “we will not take 
the fish out of the sea, but drain the sea to find 
the fish”. This quote refers to Mao’s quote about 
insurgents swimming among the people like fish, 
and expresses the intention and desire to erode all 
social support for those who continue to struggle.

The government sought to diminish and destroy 
sympathy and support for the still active 
insurgents, particularly seeking to weaken the 
sympathies of the young people (most of them high 
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school kids) who participated in December’s revolt 
towards the movement. 

In conversation with sydrofoi it became apparent 
that many had begun to be closely surveilled – 
including being physically followed – which was 
previously rare or unheard of.

The campuses of universities, traditionally a cop 
and military free zone after the 1973 uprising 
which ended in a massacre, were circled by rows of 
riot cops to prevent entry by demonstrators during 
the unrest in November and December last year. 
The university asylum is also violated by cops and 
politically attacked by the state, with threats to 
dissolve it.

Another interesting response is the recuperation 
of the revolt and anarchist chic by the state 
and corporations. The new minister for public 
order, experienced urban guerrilla hunter Mr 
Chrisohoidis, went as far as to proclaim that the 
government are themselves “anti-authoritarians” 
and that he has many anarchist friends. His 
statements often co-opt the language of the 
movement, particularly during his manipulative 
spiels targeting the young people involved in the 
uprising.

In November 2009 a corporate publisher produced 
a book on the revolt complete with photos and 
communiqués and copyrighted the material in 
the book. Making profit out social struggle wasn’t 
enough it seems, claiming copyright over the words 
and deeds of the insurgents was also desirable.

In December 2009 an academic conference was held 
in Athens on Riots and violent protest. A symphony 
of academic talking heads appeared to give their 
expert opinions on the dynamics of riots and 
revolts, the motivations, ranging from hilarious to 
inaccurate, of those who choose such methods of

struggle and judgments on their ethics (including 
one Australian academic who pathologized violent 
and direct action as the sign of an ignorant or 
maladjusted member of a liberal democracy. 
Because you know, we can just change things by 
voting and signing petitions instead).

Anarchist prisoner is “a threat to 
democracy” (quote by the Greek court of 
misdemeanors, Athens, July 8).

The minister made good on his promise to “go after 
the migrants” before the anarchists though, with a 
spate of coordinated state and fascist assaults on 
migrants occurring in the last year.

Two migrant squats housing many migrants where 
evicted and burned to the ground late last year. 
Fascists continue to firebomb, beat and destroy 
migrant residences. Migrants continue to get badly 
beaten, tortured, and killed in police stations and 
in the Aegean sea; along the European border and 
FRONTEX’s lethal defense of it. A 25 year old 
Pakistani migrant Mohammad Kamran Atif was 
beaten and killed by cops in Athens resulting in a 

large solidarity demonstration and clashes with the 
police.

In April 2009 fascists boarded up a public 
playground so that local children of migrants 
couldn’t play there. In response anarchists went 
to the playground and smashed up the fence 
getting badly beaten by riot cops in the process. 
The co-ordination between the police and riot cops 
means that during clashes between fascists and 
anarchists, the cops quite quickly appear to protect 
and fight alongside their uninformed counter-parts; 
the parastate agents.

The government implements a new Zero Tolerance 
policy toward illegal immigrants, who of course fuel 
the Greek economy with cheap, highly exploited 
labor. And despite their incredibly vulnerable 
position in Greek society, some people migrating 
without documents have begun to fight back at 
times. Last year when a cop tore up a copy of the 
Koran ceazed from a migrant the situation ended 
in demonstrations and then street battles between 
migrants and cops.

The state has simultaneously launched a PR blitz 
targeting the poor image of the almost universally 
loathed Greek police force, who are disliked by 
nearly every section of the population (during 
the revolts it became common for people to throw 
flower pots at riot cops from their balconies, which 
in the metropolis of Athens are on average 6 or 7 
floors high). 

The state is attempting to project an image of 
new social responsibility, scapegoating a few cops 
unlucky enough to get caught enacting their role as 
agents of state repression a little too publicly. Just 
after the revolt some undercover cops where filmed 
and screened on the Greek news pretending to be 
anarchists, dressed in black clothes and motorcycle 
helmets (commonly used by Greek anarchists as 
protection during battles with the cops) smashing 
up small businesses and later walking around 
the corner to join their riot cop buddies laughing 
together. Anarchists never target small businesses, 
so this was a calculated attempt to muddy 
anarchist ideas and erode support for anarchists in 
the society.

By attempting to create an impression that the 
problem was with a few “crooked cops” who will 
here on be disciplined the state attempts to gain 
legitimacy and social support for an institution long 
reviled by the Greek public.
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Most insideously, the state is desperate to 
portray the entire anarchist and revolutionary 
anti-authoritarian movement as blood thirsty 
‘terrorists’. The witch hunt currently undertaken 
by the state began in September last year when 
some comrades where dragged through the 
spectacle of a media hysteria around the urban 
guerilla operation, The Conspiracy of the Cells 
of Fire. Whether or not anarchists are involved 
in urban guerilla operations is irrelevant. The 
attempt to muddy revolutionary insurgent acts 
with acts of terror – of using violence against 
citizens (people not authoritatively involved in the 
operations of the state and military) in order to 
manipulate their behavior through fear, has been 
strongly adopted by the Greek state. In Greece this 
mantle of terror can only be worn by the Greek 
state as seen in its response to the strikes and 
social unrests in the wake of the IMF reforms.

For part two of this article, pick up the 
next edition of Wai on the streets or at 
www.blackkitepress.org
Notes:

The cop who murdered Alexis, Andreas 
Korkoneas’ legal ‘defense’ at first consisted of a 
telling reference to Alexis’ political activities and 
affiliations (he was a “hooligan anarchist” “of 
deviant character”) and then the absurd (it was “a 
misunderstanding” “the bullet richoched” it was 
“god’s will”).

The anarchist movement understood the murder 
as a consequence of the necessity of the state to 
erase, through institutionalization, incarceration, 
exclusion and occasionally death, those who refuse 
the imposition of order on their being.

The erasure of a body disobeying, refusing to be put 
‘in place’ by the functionaries of the state is then 
justified by the cop’s defense lawyer by stating that 
Alexis’ life was one “not worth being lived” (direct 
quote by Kouryias, Korkoneas’ lawyer).

Background:

Mesologiou street is a popular hangout for 
anarchists, punks and young kids who are 
interested in or sympathetic to the movement.

Exarheia literally means “outside of authority” 
and has long been an anarchist friendly district 
of central Athens, an anarchist ‘stronghold’. The 
walls of every building reflect the strong anarchist 
presence and influence on the area; they’re quilted 
in anarchist graffiti, posters, stickers and flyers – 
even more so than the rest of Athens.

After Alexis murder, an empty lot close to 
Mesologiou designated for construction into a car 
park was occupied, the concrete smashed and 
removed. 

The beautiful self organised park of Exarheia now 
resides there instead. 

Riot cops are permanently stationed on the 
outskirts of the district, however, as friends 
explained to me in July 2008 a few months before 
the December uprising, the cops can’t afford to 
lightly wander into Exarheia on a whim or on 
patrol.

Their presence is clearly understood as a 
provocation and it is met with intense resistance – 
rocks, molotovs, chains, poles, burning barricades. 

I was also told that the local cop station is 
frequently firebombed and that the local residents’ 
initiative demanded the closure of the station as 
it ‘caused too much trouble’. That autumn, young 
anarchists would attack the riot cops lining the 
outskirts of Exarheia with Molotov’s in order to 
steal their riot cop shields.

This isn’t an area where single cop units usually 
wander in freely, the state mounts large operations 
supported by the riots cops, Zita, Delta and Dias 
squads (cops on motorcycles) special forces and 
other cops in order to enter (or as in 2009/10, to 
occupy) Exarheia.

17th of November:

This is the anniversary of the day in 1973 that the 
CIA backed military dictatorship of 1967-74 ‘The 
Hounda’ smashed their tanks through the front 
gate of the Athens Polytechnic School in order to 
crush the student uprising within, which opposed 
the dictatorship. They gunned down and killed 
37 people, injured hundreds and arrested over a 
thousand. 

Each year since the fall of the dictatorship there 
have been massive demonstrations on this date, 
often ending in street battle with the police.

Further reading:
www.occupiedlondon.org/blog 
www.athens.indymedia.org
“A spoonful of Sugar” by Flesh Machine and Ego de 
Provoco. 
Film:“The possibilities of storming heaven”  a doco 
on the December revolt: blacktracker.gr
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8 May : Creation + Destruction 
‘Centred’ Skillshare

Loophole, Thornbury, Vic
Radical skillshare, redistributing the wealth 
and power. Bike maintenace, relating to rep-
tiles, using photoshop, weaving, using tools 
safely, screenprinting etc. See article on page 
12 for more details.

14-23 May : Radioactive Exposure Tour 
Victoria + South Australia

Exposing the realities of ‘radioactive racism’. 
More info on www.foe.org.au 

22-23 May: Camp for Climate Action
                Newcastle+ Sydney
Join, or deepen your involvement in the global 
non-violent direct action movement for Climate 
Justice!
    * SYDNEY - Sat 22nd May 10.30 - 4.30
    * NEWCASTLE - Sun 23rd May 10.30 - 4.30
Or, let us know your interest for future work-
shops. We hope to hold them regularly in the 
lead up to Climate Camp at Bayswater Power 
Station, Dec 1st - 5th.
RSVP to crystalgnomes@gmail.com or 
0434641662

22-23 May : International 30th 
Anniversary of Food Not Bombs 

Alice Springs, NT
Celebrate 30 years of an inspirational inter-
national movement to feed the people. Come 
to the Centre and enjoy a weekend of feasts, 
movies and music. Bring your free/dumpstered 
goods, cooking skills, musical instruments, sto-
ries and your swag. More details TBA, keep an 
eye on Indymedia. tasquoll@gmail.com.

12 June : Awareness Walk
The focus of this walk on June 12th is to high-
light the deaths of Aboriginal Australians in 
custody. We are beyond anger. The walk is to 
highlight our distress and despair. Meet at a 
designated area in your capital city or regional 
centre and WALK. Time and route details 
TBC. Support the Awareness Walk in your city
 or regional centre, or organise your own. 
Speak to your local land council or community 
organisation about their participation in this 
event. Contacts for details, NSW: Sydney - 
Clayton (claytonives@live.com.au), Newcastle/
Hunterarea - Sharon (we6jones@bigpond.net.
au), NT: Alice Springs - Cel (celwaral@yahoo.
com.au).

5-9 July : Students of Sustainability
Flinders University, Adelaide, SA

“The Power is Ours” SOS is a five-day confer-
ence and camp held annually during uni se-
mester break, exploring ideas and action for a 
more environmentally sustainable and socially 
just world. SoS is open to anyone, from activ-
ists who’ve dedicated their whole lives to social 
change, to those simply curious and looking to 
learn something that speaks back to their inde-
terminate anxiety about the state of the world. 
www.studentsofsustainability.org

6 -9July : Aboriginal Customary Law 
and Culture Movement: Joining of 
Hands Gathering - Alice Springs

Convergence supported by Aboriginal Peoples 
and Non Aboriginal Peoples from across Aus-
tralia, calling on the Rudd Federal Labor 
Government to bring an immediate end to the 
intervention and to re-instate the RDA fully 
and unconditionally. More info page 25.

If you would like your event listed get in touch 
with us at waiquarterly@gmail.com

Upcoming Events

Food Not Bombs
...free vegan meals for all...

ADELAIDE > Saturdays 4pm, Whitmore Square, CBD
ALICE SPRINGS > Sundays 6pm, Courthouse Lawns, CBD
BRISBANE > Fridays 7:30pm, People’s Park opposite the lizard, West End
MELBOURNE > Monday lunch 1pm, Brunswick St , Monday dinner 
7:30pm, Western Bulldogs oval, Footscray, Tuesday dinner 7:30pm 
cnr Brunswick and Gertrude Sts, Fitzroy, Sunday dinner 6pm, at Loophole 
Community Centre, 670 High St, Thornbury 
NEWCASTLE > Tuesdays 6pm, Uniting Church, 178 Glebe Road, Merewether


